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FBSTUTS HT(H umiGTer aflGL Taled Smiens, LTbwLsHaT wPmid CosetT b%%afer
OL_aL_Tailed 26w LD BGIOTOTS).

@Bz o ulisGsmer TLLSEFH® FHBSTURT LeFeT STLILSLD, HBSFUT CsAW LmIST
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Environment News - 2023

Red-Billed Quelea
Recently, experts have cautioned that the Kenyan government's effort to exterminate
the red-billed quelea birds that have infested farms will have unintended negative

consequences for other raptors and wild species.

Kenya's government began to kill up to 6 million red-billed
quelea birds, the world's most populous bird species which
are also known as 'feathered locusts'.

The preferred method for eradicating pests in Africa has been
to spray fenthion, which is an organophosphate pesticide,

but scientists have noted that the substance is toxic to
people and other non-target organisms.

Fenthion has been listed in Annex III of the Rotterdam convention which aims
to reduce risks from hazardous chemicals in agriculture.

Key facts about Red-Billed Quelea:

It is a small, short-tailed weaver with a mottled back and a yellow or reddish
bill.

Large flocks are resident and nomadic in arid savanna, grassland, and
cultivated areas.

Conservation status:

IUCN: Least Concerned

Chamundi Hills
The citizens’ committee to save Chamundi Hills and its environment has resolved to

press for clearance from the heritage committee before the implementation of

development works at the hilltop under Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage
Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD).
About Chamundi Hills:

It is located in the city of Mysore, Karnataka.

The famous Sri Chamundeshwari Temple dedicated to the Hindu goddess
Chamundeshwari is situated on top of Chamundi hills.

In the earlier days, the Hill was identified as ‘Mahabaladri’ in honour of God
Shiva who resides in the ‘Mahabaleswara Temple’. This is the oldest temple on
the hills.

These hills have been mentioned in the ancient Hindu scriptures such as
‘Skanda Purana’.



Sri Chamundeshwari Temple:

It is dedicated to the Goddess Chamundeshwari (Chamundi), deity of the
Mysore Royal Family.

This temple is about 1000 steps from the foot of the Chamundi hills.

It is built in the Dravidian style of temple architecture.

The temple has a quadrangular structure.

It has an impressive seven-tier tower called ‘gopuram’ or ‘gopura’ and an
equally imposing entrance which is known as ‘dwara’.

What is Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive
(PRASHAD) Scheme?

The Government of India launched the PRASHAD scheme in the year 2014-
2015 under the Ministry of Tourism.

Is a Central Sector Scheme with complete financial assistance by the
Government of India.

This scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across India
for enriching the religious tourism experience.

Mahabali Frog
About Mahabali frog:

The Mahabali frog is also known as the pignose frog.

It is endemic to the Western Ghat.

Habitat: These frogs prefer loose, damp and well-
aerated soil close to ponds and ditches or streams.
Unlike other frogs, it has very short hind legs, which

do not allow it to leap from one spot to another.
It buries itself all through the year and surfaces only one day to lay eggs.
IUCN - Near Threatened

Reducing Elephant-Human Attacks using Bees (RE-HAB) Project

Recently, the Chairman of Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) distributed

live Bee Colonies, Bee-keeping equipment and 200 Bee-Boxes to the trained

beneficiaries at Sulia at Dakshina Kannada, Karnataka under the RE-HAB Project.

Under this project, Bee-fences are created by setting up bee boxes in the
passageways of elephants to block their entrance to human territories.

It is a cost-effective way of reducing human-wild conflicts without causing any
harm to the animals.

It is an initiative of the Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) under
the submission of the National Honey Mission.



Key facts of KVIC
e It is a statutory bodyestablished under the Khadi and Village Industries
Commission Act, of 1956.
e It works under the Ministry of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises.

Kanha Tiger Reserve

Recently, a new study has found that several alien invasive plants growing together
can have a detrimental effect on the biodiversities in tiger habitats in Kanha Tiger
Reserve.

Why in news?

e The research paper has deciphered many negative impacts of multiple co-
occurring alien plants on biodiversity and what it means for conservation in the
era of global changes.

e India’s biodiverse ecosystems are threatened by a variety of alien plants like
Lantana Camara, Parthenium hysterophorous, and Prosopis juliflora
introduced during British colonisation.

e Multiple alien species together affected soil nutrients, which may have depleted
the richness of diverse plants.

e Invasions might slowly deplete the native plant populations and might lead to
diseases in the herbivores.

Key facts about Kanha Tiger Reserve:
e It is nestled in the Maikal range of Satpuras in Madhya Pradesh, the heart of
India that forms the central Indian highlands.
o This Tiger Reserve stretches over an area of 940 square km in the two districts
Mandla and Balaghat in the state of Madhya Pradesh.
e Kanha is best known for its evergreen Sal forests.
e Fauna: Barasingha, Tiger, Leopard, Dhole, Bear, Gaur and Indian Python etc.

Sariska Tiger Reserve (STR)
After successful reintroduction of tigers at the Sariska Tiger

Reserve (STR), the forest department is planning to relocate
a pair of sloth bears at the reserve.
About Sariska Tiger Reserve (STR):
e Location: It is located in the Aravalli hills in the Alwar 4
district of Rajasthan
e This area was a hunting preserve of the erstwhile
Alwar state.



e [t was declared as a wildlife reserve in 1955 and then a Tiger Reserve in 1978
under Project Tiger.

e It is the first reserve in the world which successfully relocated tigers.

e Sariska is also famous for old temples, palaces and lakes such as Pandu Pol,
Bhangarh Fort, Ajaibgarh, Pratapgarh, Siliserh Lake and Jai Samand Lake.

e Topography: Grasslands, dry deciduous forests, cliffs, and rocky landscapes.

e Flora: salar, kadaya, dhak, gol, ber , Banyan , gugal , bamboo , kair , adusta
etc

e Fauna: Bengal tigers, leopard, jungle cat, Indian jackal, chital, chinkara, four-
horned antelope, Indian peafowl, grey partridge, Indian peafowl, Indian eagle-
owl etc.

Sloth Bear:

e Sloth bears are one of the eight bear species found across the world.

e Scientific name: Melursus ursinus

e Distribution: They mainly inhabit the region of India, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Bhutan.

e Features:

e They have long, shaggy dark brown or black fur and curved claws, which are
the longest out of any of the bear species.

e It feeds on fruits, ants and termites.

e Conservation Status:IUCN: “Vulnerable”

e Indian Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 1

Senna Spectabilis

The Nodal Centre for Biological Invasions (NCBI) at the Kerala Forest Research
Institute (KFRI) has recently come out with a management plan to eradicate Senna
spectabilis.

Why in news?

e Based on the results of the experimental study done at the Periyar Tiger
Reserve, the plan envisages landscape-level management of the tree.

e The two key factors considered in developing the management protocol were the
fast nature of the spread of the tree in natural forests, and the restoration of
natural forests based on landscape.

What is Senna spectabilis?

e Senna spectabilis is an invasive species.

e [t is introduced as an ornamental species and for use as firewood from South
and Central America.

Key facts about the Periyar Tiger Reserve
e It is nestled in the southern region of Western Ghats in the state of Kerala.
e It is drained by the rivers Mullayar and Periyar.



Flora: tropical evergreen, semi-evergreen, moist deciduous forests and
grasslands.
Fauna: Tiger, Elephant, Lion-tailed macaque, Nilgiri Tahr etc.

Black-Headed Ibis
The campus of Mangalore University is home to three species that are listed as near-

threatened on the red list of the International Union for Conservation of Nature,

according to a nine-year study on the avifaunal variety of the area (IUCN).

N\

About Black-Headed Ibis:

It is a large wader bird with a white body and bare black head and neck. Males
and females look similar and both have greyish tail feathers.

These are called wader birds due to their adaptability to a wide variety of
aquatic environments.

They are found primarily around wetlands including agricultural fields and
occasionally around coastal areas.

It is found in South- and Southeast Asia from India to the west and as far east
as Japan.

Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Near Threatened

The Wildlife Protection Act 1972:Schedule-IV.

Mahadayi river

About Mahadayi river:

Origin: Mahadayi river rises in the Western Ghats, from the Bhimgad Wildlife
Sanctuary in Khanapur taluk of Karnataka’s Belagavi district.

The river travels 35 km in Karnataka; 82 km in Goa before joining the Arabian
Sea at Panji (North-Goa).

Also called Mandovi in Goa, Mahadayi is a rain-fed river that is shared between
Karnataka and Goa for their water needs.

The Salim Ali Bird Sanctuary is located on the island of Chorao in the Mandovi
river.

Major Tributaries: Kalasa Nala, Banduri Nala, Surla Nala, Haltar Nala, Poti
Nala, Mahadayi Nala, Pansheer Nala, Bail Nala, Andher Nala.

What is the Kalasa-Banduri project?



e The project involves the construction of dams and a canal system to divert
water from the Mahadayi River, located in Goa, to the Malaprabha River (a
tributary of Krishna river) basin in Karnataka.

e The main goal of the project is to meet the drinking water needs of the districts
of Belagavi, Dharwad, Bagalkot, and Gadag in Karnataka.

e The project was proposed by the Karnataka Government in the 1980s, but faced
opposition from the state of Goa.

Noble’s Helen butterfly
Extremely rare Noble’s Helen butterfly was recorded for the first time in India from the

National Park in Arunachal Pradesh.

Namdapha
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Namdapha National Park:

¢ Location:

e It lies on the international border between India and Myanmar (Burma) within
Changlang District in the state of Arunachal Pradesh.

e The Namdapha protected area is located between Dapha Bum ridge of Mishmi
Hills, of North Eastern Himalayas and Patkai Ranges.

e It lies in close proximity to the Indo-Myanmar-China trijunction.

e Itis the largest protected region of the Eastern Himalayan biodiversity hotspot.

e [t was declared a National Park in 1983.

e Climate:It falls within the geographical sub-tropical zone and enjoys the sub-
tropical climate.

e Biodiversity:

o It is only park in the World to have the four Feline species of big cat namely the
Tiger (Panthera Tigris), Leopard (Panthera Pardus), Snow
Leopard (Panthera Uncia) and Clouded Leopard (Neofelis
Nebulosa).

e Hoolock Gibbons (Hylobates Hoolock), a highly
endangered and only ‘ape’ species found in India is found

in this national park.
e The park is also famous for critically endangered species like the Namdapha
flying squirrel.



Flora: Sapria himalayana, Amentotaxus, Cephalotaxus, Pinus merkusii
(Sumatran pine) and Abies delavayi (Delavay's Fir) etc.

Fauna: Snow leopards, clouded Ileopards, common leopards, tigers,Red
Panda,Himalayan bear, dholes, wolves, Hoolock Gibbon, hog deer etc.

Asian golden cat
Officials of the Buxa Tiger Reserve (BTR) in north Bengal said that they were able to
capture some pictures of rare and elusive melanistic Asian golden cat in the camera

traps.

Why in News?

According to the experts, these are the first photographic records of the
melanistic Asian golden cat, also known as the Temminck’s cat, from West
Bengal.

About Asian golden cat:

It is a medium sized cat with relatively long legs.

Scientific name: Catopuma temminckii

Other names: They are known as the “fire cat” in Thailand and Burma, and as
the “rock cat” in parts of China.

Distribution: The species occurs in Southeast Asia, from Nepal and Tibet to
Southern China, Sumatra and India.

Habitat: It prefers forest habitats that are interspersed with rocky areas, being
found in deciduous, tropical and subtropical evergreen rainforests.

Their fur ranges in color from cinnamon to various shades of brown, and also
gray and black (melanistic).

Conservation status:

IUCN: “Near threatened”

Wildlife (Protection) Act of India, 1972: Schedule 1

Buxa Tiger Reserve (BTR):

Location: BTR lies in Alipurduar sub-division of Jalpaiguri district of West
Bengal.

Its northern boundary runs along the international border with Bhutan.

It is the easternmost extension of extreme bio-diverse North-East India &
represents the highly endemic Indo-Malayan region.

The fragile "Terai Eco-System" constitutes a part of this Reserve.

BTR serves as an international corridor for elephant migration between India
and Bhutan.

The reserve encompasses as many as eight forest types.

Flora: The main species constitutes trees like Sal, Champ, Gamar, Simul,
Chikrasi.



Fauna: The main species include Asian Elephant, Tiger, Gaur, Wild boar,
Sambar,Wild dog (Dhole).

What is Albinism?
Recently a partial albino dhole (Cuon alpinus) has been photo-documented in Cauvery

Wildlife Sanctuary.
About Albinism:

Albinism is the result of cells that can’t produce melanin, the pigment needed to
colour skin, scales, eyes and hair.

This genetic condition gets passed to offspring when both parents carry the
recessive gene. When albinism is present, the animal can appear white or pink.
The production of melanin occurs within melanocytes, specialized cells that are
present but not fully functional in albino mammals.

Key facts about Dhole

The dhole or Asiatic Wild Dog is found in three clusters across India namely the
Western and Eastern Ghats, the central Indian landscape and North East India.
The Western and Eastern Ghats is a stronghold regions for dholes.
Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Endangered

The Wildlife Protection Act 1972: Schedule I1

CITES: Appendix II

About Cauvery Wildlife Sanctuary.

It is extended over three districts, namely, Chamarajanagar, Mandya and
Ramanagara in

The sanctuary provides a vital link between Bannerghatta National Park in the
north and BRT Tiger Reserve and Male Mahadev Hills Wildlife Sanctuary in the
south.

The area is drained by three rivers, namely, Cauvery,Arkavathi and Shimsha.
Flora: The forest is primarily of dry deciduous and scrub types, but a wide
range of forest types including moist deciduous, semi-evergreen, evergreen,
shola, riverine, Hardwicke forest, etc.

Fauna: Important animals found in the sanctuary are tigers, elephants,
leopards, bison, wild dog etc.

Kawal Tiger Reserve
During the recent Asian Water Bird Census (AWC) 2023, more than 340 birds of
various species, were counted in the water bodies within the core area of the Kawal

Tiger Reserve.

About Kawal Tiger Reserve:



Kawal Tiger Reserve is located in North Eastern part of Telangana (Old Adilabad
district) having the Godavari river on one side and the Maharashtra border on
the other side.

Government of India declared Kawal wildlife sanctuary as Tiger Reserve in
2012.

This sanctuary is the catchment for the rivers Godavari and Kadam, which flow
towards the south of the sanctuary.

It is a central Indian Tiger Landscape having - a southern Tropical Dry
Deciduous Forest.

Flora: It consists of predominantly teak and bamboo are found here.

Fauna: Mammal species that have been sighted include tiger, leopard, Indian
gaur, cheetal, sambar, nilgai etc.

What is Soliga ecarinata?

Recently, the scientific community has named a new genus of wasp after the Soliga

community

About Soliga ecarinata:

The Soliga ecarinata is a new wasp that belongs to the subfamily Metopiinae of
the Darwin wasps family Ichneumonidae.

These are seen only in the Palaearctic region, Neotropical and Nearctic regions.
This is the second genus of this subfamily reported from India and the first
from South India.

Scientists have named this wasp after the Soliga community.

Who are Soligas?

Soligas are an indigenous tribe of Karnataka, inhabiting the peripheral forest
areas near Biligiri Rangana Hills and Male Mahadeshwara in the
Chamarajnagar district of Karnataka.

The Soligas were dependent on hunting and shifting agriculture traditionally.
They are the first tribal community living inside the core area of a tiger reserve
in India to get their forest rights officially recognised by a court of law.

Key facts about the Biligiri Rangan Hills

It is located northwest of the Western Ghats and on the westernmost edge of
the Eastern Ghats.

The unique geographical positioning and diversity of habitats make BRT one of
the richest areas for biodiversity in India.

The Kapila and Cauvery Rivers flow through these hills.



k-necked stork
The black-necked stork was recorded for the second consecutive year in Porbandar’s

Bardasagar reservoir.
About Black-necked stork:

The black-necked stork is a tall long-necked wading bird in the stork family.
Scientific name: Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus

Distribution: It is distributed in the Indian Subcontinent, Southeast Asia and
Australia.

Habitat: They inhabits wetlands, such as floodplains of rivers with large shallow
swamps and pools, and deeper permanent bodies of water.

Features:

They are large birds, measuring 110 to 140 cm in length and weighing 4,000
grams.

Their wingspan is 190 to 220 cm.

The male and female birds look alike but female is distinguished by its yellow
eye.

IUCN status: “Near Threatened”

Bardasagar reservoir:

It is located in the Porbandar district, Gujarat.

The Bardasagar dam is created to store rain water for agricultural purpose.

The Bardasagar dam and farms on its periphery are the ideal winter escape for
thousands of cranese. Common crane and Demoiselle crane.

Bardasagar is regular nesting ground for elegant Great crested Grebe like
Mokarsagar. The “weed ceremony” and dancing ritual of Great crested Grebe
can be seen here

Black Vulture
An American black vulture was recently spotted in the Delhi NCR region causing a stir

amongst birdwatchers and conservationists.
About Black Vulture:

Black vultures are most abundant at low elevations. They breed in dense
woodlands but usually forage in open habitats.

It is mainly found in the northeastern United States to Peru, Central Chile and
Uruguay South America.

They typically avoid crossing large bodies of water and do not cover long
distances.

Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Least Concern.



Pallas’s cats

Recently researchers have discovered one of the planet's rarest Pallas cats for the first

time in the Mount Everest Region.
About Pallas’s cats:

The Pallas’s cat, also known as manul, is a small wild cat, perfectly adapted to
the harsh conditions typical of its habitat.

Naturally secretive, it is rarely seen and little known.

Habitat: Wide but fragmented distribution throughout montane grasslands and
steppes of Central Asia.

Its core populations are in Mongolia and China.

Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Least concern.

Green India Mission

India is lagging behind in the targets to increase the number and quality of tree- and
forest-cover plantations set in the Green India Mission, according to a recent data
accessed via the Right To Information Act.

About Green India Mission:

National Mission for a Green India (GIM) is one of the eight Missions under the
National Action Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC).

GIM was launched in the year 2014 as a Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

Aim: To respond to climate change by a combination of adaptation and
mitigation measures, which would help:

enhance carbon sinks

adaptation of vulnerable species/ecosystems to the changing climate
adaptation of forest-dependant communities

Olive Ridley turtle

The Olive Ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant of all sea turtles
found in the world.

They are best known for their unique mass nesting called Arribada, where
thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs.

They are carnivores and get their name from their olive-colored carapace, which
is heart-shaped and rounded.

Habitat:

They are mainly found in the warm waters of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian
oceans.

Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is known as the world’s largest rookery
(a colony of breeding animals) of sea turtles.



Conservation status: IUCN Red List:Vulnerable
Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 1
CITES Appendix I

The initiative was taken to protect the Olive Ridley turtle

Operation Olivia: Every year, the Indian Coast Guard’s “Operation Olivia”,
initiated in the early 1980s, helps protect Olive Ridley turtles as they congregate
along the Odisha coast for breeding and nesting from November to December.

Eravikulam National Park

Location: Idukki District, Kerala

Area: 97 sq. Km

It was declared as a National Park in 1978.

This is also the land of “Neelakurinji”’, the flower that blooms once in twelve
years.

The highest peak south of the Himalayas — The Anamudi (2695 meters) is
situated in this park.

Topography: The major part of the park is covered with rolling grasslands, but
several patches of shola forests are also found in the upper part of the valley.

29 Species of mammals are found here of which 5 are endemic to the Western
Ghats.

The Nilgiri Tahr, Gaur, Sloth Bear, Nilgiri Langur, Tiger, Leopard, Giant Squirrel
and wild dog are common.

Half the world population of the endangered Nilgiri Tahr lives here.

140 species of birds of which 10 are unique to the Western Ghats.

The Atlas moth, the largest of its kind in the world is seen in this Park.

More than 100 varieties of butterflies and 20 species of amphibians are also
seen here.

Nilgiri Tahr:

It is a sure-footed ungulate that is endemic to the southern part of Western
Ghats.

Scientific name: Nilgiritragus hylocrius

It is also the state animal of Tamil Nadu.

Conservation Status:

IUCN: “Endangered”

Wildlife (Protection) Act of India, 1972 : Schedule 1



Chestnut-winged cuckoo?

Chestnut-winged cuckoo was recently being sighted in newer
spots around the Chennai city while it makes its way down the
Coromandel Coast towards its wintering habitats further south
and in Sri Lanka

About Chestnut-winged cuckoo:

Scientific Name: Clamator coromandus

The chestnut-winged cuckoo is a small bird, measuring 35 to 45 cm in length
and weighing 60 to 90 grams.

Distribution: India, Nepal, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, southeast China,
Laos, Thailand, Vietnam, Sri Lanka, , Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines.
Habitat : Includes tropical and temperate deciduous/evergreen forests.

They are brood parasites, laying their eggs in the nests of other birds.

They are mostly migratory and breed during summer in north India, Nepal,
Bhutan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, southeast China, Laos, Thailand and Vietnam.
They winter in south India, Sri Lanka, Andaman Islands (India), Malaysia,
Indonesia and Philippines.

IUCN Status: "Least Concern".

Haiderpur Wetland

The Union Environment Ministry has recently directed Uttar Pradesh to immediately

stop the further draining of the Haiderpur wetland and ensure that dewatering the

protected Ramsar site for farming needs takes place only when migratory birds are not

nesting at the location.

About Haiderpur wetland:

It is a human-made wetland that was formed in 1984 by the construction of the
Madhya Ganga Barrage on a floodplain of the River Ganga.

Location: Muzaffarnagar-Bijnor border in Uttar Pradesh.

It is located within the boundaries of Hastinapur Wildlife Sanctuary.

This provides habitat for various animal and plant species, including around 30
species of plants, 300 species of birds (102 waterbirds), 40 fish and more than
ten mammal species.

It supports more than 15 globally threatened species, such as the critically
endangered gharial and the endangered hog deer, black-bellied tern, steppe
eagle, Indian skimmer and gold mahseer.

It has been recognised as the 47th Ramsar site of India in 2021.



Snow Leopard
Rece;nqy é}vsno.w leopards were spotted in a rare sighting in Himachal Pradesh.

About Snow Leopard:
e It is found in the mountainous regions of central and southern Asia.

e In India, it is seen in Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand
and Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

e The Hemis National Parkhas a good presence of Snow Leopard.

e They play a key role as a top predator, an indicator of the health of their high-
altitude habitat, and, increasingly, an important indicator of the impacts of
climate change on mountain environments.

What is the Conservation status?

e [UCN Red List: Vulnerable

e Under CITES it is listed in Appendix I

o Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972:Schedule I

Ballavpur Wildlife Sanctuary

Nature enthusiasts have voiced their concern over the recent decline in the number of
migratory birds visiting the Ballavpur Wildlife Sanctuary.

About Ballavpur Wildlife Sanctuary:

e It was established in 1977.

e [tis also known as Deer Park.

e Location: It is located near Santiniketan in Bolpur subdivision of Birbhum
District of West Bengal.

e Flora: The sanctuary has dense local vegetation of Sal, Akashmoni, Sishoo,
Cashewnut, Amlaki, Bahera and Haritaki.

e Fauna: The sanctuary has a deer conservation park which is home to a large
number of deer including Cheethals (Spotted Deer) and the Blackbucks. Other
animals include jackals, foxes and a variety of water birds.

e [t is home to three large lakes which hosts a large number of migratory birds
every year.

Amrabad Tiger Reserve

The Forest department of Telangana will soon launch two more safari tours into the
Amrabad Tiger Reserve in Nagarkurnool district, in an effort to promote eco-tourism
About Amrabad Tiger Reserve:
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e The Amrabad Tiger Reserve which is part of the Nallamala Forest track has rich
Biological Diversity with several endemic species of flora and fauna.

o This Forest tract is home to the largest number of Tigers in Telangana State.

o The hilly terrain of this Tiger Reserve with deep valleys and gorges forms the
catchment of the Krishna River.

e This Tiger Reserve (ATR) is one of the largest tiger reserves in India that extends
about 2611.4 Sq Km over Nagarkurnool and Nalgonda districts of Telangana
State.

e This is the second-largest Tiger Reserve in terms of core area but the sixth-
largest tiger reserve in terms of total area among 51 Tiger Reserves in India.

e The reserve was notified as a sanctuary in the year 1983 and after the
bifurcation of Telugu States in 2014, it was declared as Amarabad Tiger
Reserve.

e It lies in the three forest divisions of Amarabad, Achampet in Nagarkurnool
district, and Nagarjunsagar division in Nalgonda district.

e Major reservoirs like the Srishailam Dam and Nagarjunsagar Dam are fed by
the river Krishna and its several perennial streams that originate in the Tiger

Reserve.

Kanger Valley/ Ghati National Park:

e This National Park derived its name from the Kangar river, which flows in its
length.

e Flora: This park is a typically mixed humid deciduous type of forest, in which
the Sal, Saugaun, teak and bamboo trees are available in abundance.

e Fauna: The most popular species in this area is Bastar Maina which emulates
everyone with its human voice.

e It is home to exceptional caves and is famous for its amazing geological
structures of Stalagmites and Stalactites.

e Also, Tirathgarh Waterfall is located in this National Park.

Bhitarkanika National Park

The recent census report of birds released by the forest department in Odisha said
that the number of migratory birds in Bhitarkanika National Park has risen to
1,39,959 this winter compared to last year’s count of 1,38,107 birds.

Why in News?



The report highlighted that the number of bird counts increased but the
diversity of species has decreased compared to last year. This year the
Bhitarkanika National Park saw 140 species of birds compared to 144 last year

Key facts about Bhitarkanika National Park

Bhitarkanika National Park is located in the Kendrapara district of Odisha.

It is India’s second-largest mangrove ecosystem after the Sunderbans.

This National Park is a network of creeks and canals which are inundated with
waters from rivers Brahmani, Baitarani, Dhamra and Patasalaforming a unique
ecosystem.

It is home to the largest congregation of endangered Salt Water Crocodiles in
the country.

The Gahirmatha Beach which forms the boundary of the sanctuary in the east
is the largest colony of the Olive Ridley Sea Turtles.

Bhitarkanika is also home to eight varieties of Kingfisher birds which is also a
rarity.

What is Sedge Warbler?
Birders and ornithologists recently in the State of Kerala spotted a migratory bird the
Sedge Warbler.

About ’Sed ge Warbler:
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The sedge warbler is a medium-sized warbler of marshes, reedbeds and
wetlands that can be spotted singing from perches on reeds and willow bushes.
The male sedge warbler introduces random phrases into its repertoire which is
known for mimicking.

The male warbler never sings the same song twice; he attracts more mates the
more phrases his song has.

These are insectivores in nature.

Conservation status:

IUCN Red List: Least concern.

Indian Star Tortoise

A recent study on the Indian star tortoise distributed across South Asia has revealed

that the genetic diversity of the species as well as its habitat has suffered major losses

because of rampant illegal trade.



The research report said the species is facing twin challenges of a threat to its
habitat at one level and loss of its genetic diversity at the other.

It calls for a proper conservation strategy to combat the fragmented distribution
and explicitly recommends intensive genetic screening of founder individuals or
isolated adult colonies by implementing scientific breeding.

Key facts about the Indian star tortoise:

Indian star tortoise is found in the central and Southern parts of India, in West
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

Conservation status:

IUCN Status: Vulnerable

Convention on International Trade in Species (CITES): Appendix I

Wild Life Protection Act 1972: Schedule IV

Threat: The highly fragmented habitat of the species, is greatly influenced by an
increased level of urbanisation and agricultural practices throughout its range.
Conservation Efforts:

At the 18th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES CoP18) held in 2019,
Indian Star Tortoise was up-listed to Appendix I from Appendix II owing to its
over-exploitation.

White Tufted Royal Butterfly
Recently, a team of butterfly observers and researchers have found White Tufted Royal

Butterfly, a rare butterfly species at Kalliyad in Kannur district of Kerala.

e
Abou

White Tufted Royal Butterfly is a rare species and is protected under Schedule
2 of the Wildlife Protection Act.

The wingspan of the butterfly is just 32-40 mm.



o Its larvae feed on Scurrula parasitica, a plant belonging to the Loranthaceae
family.

e The species had been previously spotted in Agasthyakoodam in 2017 and the
Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary in 2018.

Kuno Palpur National Park

Recently, the Madhya Pradesh CM said that more cheetahs would be introduced to the
Kuno Palpur National Park soon.

Why in news?

e 8 cheetahs arrived from Namibia and were released into Kuno National Park on
17th September 2022 by the Prime Minister of India.

Key Facts about Kuno Palpur National Park:

e Location: Kuno National Park lies in Sheopur district of Madhya Pradesh in
Central India near the Vindhyan Hills.

e With an area of 748 sq. km, the park is located within the larger Kuno Wildlife
Division.

e Initially established as a wildlife sanctuary, it was only in 2018 that the
government changed its status into a national park.

e Named after the Kuno River (One of the main tributaries of the Chambal River)
that cuts across it, Kuno is primarily a grassland region.

e Flora and Fauna: The protected area of the forest is home to the jungle cat,
Indian leopard, sloth bear, Indian wolf, striped hyena, golden jackal, Bengal fox
and dhole, along with more than 120 bird species

e Kuno National Park was selected under ‘Action Plan for Introduction of Cheetah
in India’.

Project Cheetah:

e World's first inter-continental large wild carnivore translocation project.

e Project Cheetah was approved by the Supreme Court of India in January 2020
as a pilot programme to reintroduce the species to India.

e Close to 50 cheetahs will be introduced into the wild over the next five years.

What is Blackbuck?

A recent study conducted by the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) has shed light on
how blackbuck in India has fared in the face of natural and human-induced
challenges to their survival.

Why in news?
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Key features of blackbuck

It is a species of antelope native to India and Nepal.

While males have corkscrew-shaped horns and black-to-dark brown coats, the
females are fawn-coloured.

The animals are mainly seen in three broad clusters across India the northern,
southern, and eastern regions.

It is widespread in the states of Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu, Odisha, and other areas throughout peninsular India.

Protection status:

IUCN Red List: Least concerned.

Wildlife Protection Act of 1972: Schedule I

CITES: Appendix III

Protected areas in India:

Gir National Park, Gujarat

Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary, Bihar

Kanha National Park, Madhya Pradesh

Ranthambore National Park, Rajasthan

Ranebennur Blackbuck Sanctuary, Karnataka

Vallanadu Wildlife Sanctuary, Tamil Nadu

Spot Bellied Eagle Owl
Spot Bellied Eagle Owl was recently spotted in

Seshachalam forest of Andhra Pradesh for the first
time
About Spot Bellied Eagle Owl:

Distribution:

Scientific name: Bubo nipalensis

Spot Bellied Eagle Owl is also known as the
forest eagle-owl.

They are large, very powerful and bold
predatory birds.

It measures about 50 to 65 cm in length and
weighs 1500 to 1700 grams.

It is a forest-inhabiting species found in India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhutan,
Bangladesh, Myanmar, China, Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam.
These species occur in altitudes from 300 to 3000 meters.

Conservation:

IUCN Status: Least Concern
Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972: Schedule IV



CITES (Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora): Appendix II.

Seshachalam Hills:

The Seshachalam Hills are a part of the Eastern Ghats in Andhra Pradesh.
They are a group of seven hills namely, Seshadri, Neeladri, Garudadri,
Anjanadri, Vrishabhadri, Narayanadri and Venkatadri.

The ranges were formed during the Precambrian era (3.8 billion to 540 million
years ago).

The Seshachalam hills consist of sandstone and shale along with limestone.
Tirupati which is considered as one of the major Hindu pilgrimage towns in
India is located in the hills.

The Srivenkateshwara National Park is also located in this mountain range.
Seshachalam was designated as a Biosphere Reserve in the year 2010

It has large reserves of red sandalwood.

Greater Scaup?

A rare species of duck, Greater Scaup, was recently sighted in Loktak lake in

Manipur’s Bishnupur district after a gap of over 90 years.

About Greater Scaup:

The Greater scaup is locally known as Sadangman.

It is a medium-sized diving duck species that belongs to the family of Anatidae.
The greater scaup species is distributed in Asia, Europe, the United States and
Canada. It is a rare visitor to the Indian Subcontinent.

The breeding scaup inhabits shallow, freshwater lakes, pools and rivers with
grassy shorelines.

The greater scaup species are highly migratory, breeding near arctic regions
and migrating to the warmer south from August onwards.

Conservation status:

IUCN Red List: Least concern

Key facts about Loktak Lake

Loktak Lake is a freshwater lake in the Manipur state.

It is famous for unique floating islands called Phumdis with multiple plant
species.

The Keibul Lamjao National Park located on the Loktak Lake is the last natural
habitat of the “Sangai” the dancing deer of Manipur.

The lake is designated as a wetland of international importance under the
Ramsar Convention.



Neelakurinji
Recently, The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEF) has listed
Neelakurinji under Schedule III of the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, including it on
the list of protected plants.

Why in news?

e According to the recent orders, those who uproot or destroy the plant will invite
a fine of 325,000 and three years imprisonment. The cultivation of this and its
possession is not allowed,
e Neelakurinji has been included on the list when the Centre expanded the earlier
protected list of six plant species to 19.
About Neelakurunji
e Neelakuruyj is scientifically known as Strobilanthus Kunsthaus,
e It is a shrub that grows in the shola forests of the Western Ghats in South
India.
e The plant is named after the famous Kunthi River which flows through Kerala’s
Silent Valley National Park, where the plant occurs abundantly.
e It is found at an altitude of 1,300-2,400 metres.
e This flower blooms once in 12 yearsas the pollination of flowers needs a longer
period.
e [t is mainly found in the states of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, and Karnataka.
The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
e This act was enacted for the protection of plants and animal species.
e Also, this act established schedules of protected plant and animal species;
hunting or harvesting of these species was largely outlawed.

Indian Skimmers
Recently around 250 Indian Skimmers were sighted in Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary in a
day during the Asian Waterbird Census-2023.
About Indian Skimmers:
o It is found in the coastal estuaries of western and eastern India.
e [t occurs primarily on larger, sandy, lowland rivers, around lakes and adjacent
marshes and, in the non-breeding season, in estuaries and coasts.
e About 20% of the total population of fewer than 2,500 birds nest along river
Chambal.



e Protection status:
e JUCN: Endangered
Key facts about the Coringa Wildlife Sanctuary:

e [tis a wildlife sanctuary and estuary situated in Andhra Pradesh.

e Between this sanctuary area and the sea Hope Island blocks the direct
confluence of the sea and Godavari. As a result, about 40% of the sanctuary is
only sea backwaters and the rest of the area is intermingled with creeks and
gets inundated with tidal waters.

e Flora: It has extensive mangrove and dry deciduous tropical forests. It is the
second-largest stretch of mangrove forests in India.

e Fauna: It is home to the critically endangered white-backed vulture and the
long-billed vulture.

Gandak River
Two shilas (stones), around seven feet long and weighing over 350 tonnes, from
Nepal’s Kali Gandaki river are set to arrive at Ayodhya, where they will be used to
carve the idol of Lord Ram, said the priests from Janaki temple (Janakpur), Nepal.
About Gandak River
It is one of the major rivers in Nepal and India.
e It is also known as the Kali Gandaki and Narayani after the confluence with
Trisuli river in Nepal.
e [tis a north bank tributary of the Ganga in India.
e Origin: It rises at 7620 m in Tibet near the Nepal border.
o It flows southwest into India and then turns southeast along the Uttar Pradesh—
Bihar state border and across the Indo-Gangetic Plain.
e It enters the Ganga River opposite Patna.
e The largest hydroelectricity project in Nepal is located along this stretch of the

river.

Nicobar long-tailed Macaque

Recent research in Great Nicobar Island (GNI) shows that habitat alterations can
increase human-wildlife conflict, adversely affecting the populations and health of the
animals and leaving them vulnerable.

About Nicobar long-tailed macaque:

e [t is a subspecies of the larger family of long-tailed macaques found across
South-East Asia.

e This particular subspecies is distinct from its cousins in appearance, behaviour
and geographical location.



The macaque is found in only three of the Nicobar islands—Katchal, Little
Nicobar, and Great Nicobar—with GNI being home to the largest population.
Protection status

IUCN: Vulnerable

Key facts about Great Nicobar Island(GNI)

GNI lies between the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea in a tectonically
sensitive zone. The largest of the Nicobar group of islands at 910 square
kilometres.

Great Nicobar is home to two national parks; Campbell Bay and Galathea
National Parks.

Tribal groups: The Shompen and Nicobarese tribal peoples reside on this
Island.

Red-headed vulture
Recently, The Red-headed vulture was spotted in the Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary.

About

About Red-headed vulture

This is one of the 9 species of Vulture which are found in India

It is also called the Asian King vulture or Pondicherry Vulture was extensively
found in India but its numbers drastically reduced after diclofenac poisoning.
Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 1

Key facts about the Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary

It is located on the Southern Delhi Ridge of the Aravalli hill range on the Delhi-
Haryana border and in Southern Delhi as well as northern parts of the
Faridabad and Gurugram districts of Haryana.

It is at the end of an important wildlife corridor that starts from Sariska
National Park in Alwar, Rajasthan.

Flora: Wide variety of trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses.

Fauna: A large number of mammals, reptiles, amphibians, butterflies and

dragonflies.




Conservation initiatives in the Budget
During the Budget speech Union finance minister announced multiple schemes
towards the protection and conservation of India's natural heritage, including
mangroves and wetlands.
Key schemes announced in the budget are:
e MISHTI (Mangrove Initiative for Shoreline Habitats & Tangible Incomes)
e [t is a new programme that will facilitate mangrove plantations along India’s
coastline and on saltpan lands.
e The programme will operate through “convergence between MGNREGS, Campa
Fund and other sources.”
e This new programme will aim at the intensive afforestation of coastal mangrove
forests.
e Amrit Dharohar
e This is a scheme that will be implemented over the next three years to
encourage the optimal use of wetlands and enhance bio-diversity, carbon stock,
eco-tourism opportunities and income generation for local communities.
Amrit Dharohar will emphasise the importance of wetlands and their preservation,
with an outlook that is inclusive of local communities as caretakers of the ecosystem

Bar-headed goose

e A bar-headed goose, which was tagged in Mongolia in July 2014 has recently
been spotted in Koonthankulam - Kadankulam Bird Sanctuary in Tirunelveli
district, Tamil Nadu.

About Bar-headed goose:

e They are large pale grey birds which are considered one the world’s highest
flying birds.

e They are known for their migration spanning distances of over 1,600 km in a
day. They are also known for reaching extreme altitudes of 29,500 feet during
their twice-yearly migrations across the Himalayas.

e Scientific name: Anser indicus

e Distribution: Native to central Asia, where the species breeds, they are found in
India, Pakistan, Nepal, Kazakhstan, Bangladesh, Myanmar, Japan and other
nearby regions.

e Habitat: They breed around lakes and marshes on highland plateaus; winters in
lowland wetlands and fields.

Features:



This species is gray and white with two horseshoe-shaped, brownish-black bars
on the back of its white head.
The bill and legs are pink, orange, or yellow.

IUCN Status: ‘Least Concern
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Asiatic black bear

Recently, a new study revealed that the Kashmir Valley has bucked the trend of

Asiatic black attacks on humans rarely reported throughout the animal’s global range.
About Asiatic black bear

The Asiatic black bear is known as the Moon bear.

The Asiatic black bear has 7 subspecies, out of which we find the Himalayan
Black Bear subspecies in India.

Features: The Asiatic Black Bear has a coat of smooth black fur and can be
distinguished by a V of white fur on its chest.

Range: The Asiatic black bear lives in a narrow band stretching from south-
eastern Iran to Myanmar, across the Himalayan foothills.

In India, it is found in Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Sikkim, and the union
territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

The Asiatic black bear is omnivorous.

Conservation status

IUCN Red List: Vulnerable

CITES: Appendix I

Wil Life Protection Act 1972: Schedule II
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Indian white-backed vulture
The third phase of the reintroduction programme of the critically endangered oriental

white-backed vultures was launched recently.

About Indian white-backed vulture:

They are medium-sized, dark vultures.



Scientific name: Gyps bengalensis

Distribution: Pakistan, India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar (Burma),
Thailand, Laos, Cambodia, and southern Vietnam.

Habitat: Found mostly in plains and less frequently in hilly regions. Can also be
seen in villages and cities near to cultivation.

Features:

White neck ruff, rump and under wing coverts.
Adults tend towards black coloration, while younger individuals are browner
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered

Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR)
Forest staff at Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR) recently recovered the carcass of an

elephant with missing tusks from Gopinathpur beat within the Pithabata wildlife

range of STR south division.
About Similipal Tiger Reserve (STR):

Location: STR is located within the Mayurbhanj District, in the Northern-most
part of Odisha.

It is surrounded by high plateaus and hills, the highest peak being the twin
peaks of Khairiburu and Meghashini (1515m above mean sea level).

The terrain is mostly undulating and hilly, interspersed with open grasslands
and wooded areas.

It was declared a 'Tiger Reserve' in the year 1956 and included under the
national conservation programme 'Project Tiger' in 1973.

The STR along with a 'transitional area' of 2250 sq. km has been included as a
part of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by UNESCO in the year 2009.
It is the only landscape in the world that is home to melanistic tigers.

The region around STR is home to a variety of tribes including Kolha, Santhala,
Bhumija, Bhatudi, Gondas, Khadia, Mankadia and Sahara.

Sundarban Biosphere Reserve

Recently, birders, wildlife enthusiasts and forest officials have sighted 145 different

bird species during the first Sundarban Bird Festival.



Why in news?

The first-ever festival was organised by the Sundarban Tiger Reserve (STR)
division of the West Bengal Forest Department, where six teams visited different
areas inside the Sundarban Biosphere Reserve.

Key facts of the Sundarban Biosphere Reserve

The Sundarbans is located on the delta of the Ganga, Brahmaputra and
Meghna rivers in the Bay of Bengal.

This Biosphere Reserve includes Sundarban Tiger Reserve, Sundarban National
Park (core area), Halliday Island and Lothian Island Wildlife Sanctuaries with
Sajnakhali Wildlife Sanctuary forming its buffer area.

It is designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site.

Flora: The vegetation of the area is moist tropical forests and tidal forests.
Fauna: It is home to Royal Bengal Tiger, Estuarine Crocodile, Gangetic Dolphin,
Water Monitor Lizard etc

Project Cheetah: India gets 12 cheetahs from South Africa

India and South Africa signed an agreement on Project Cheetah in January
2023. According to the agreement, India will get 12 Cheetahs from South Africa.
These cheetahs will be dropped at the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh.
In September 2022, eight Cheetahs were introduced in the park.

These eight were brought from Namibia. Namibia gifted them to India. This was
the first inter-continental transfer of Cheetahs in the world.

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve

The recent bird survey conducted at Nagarahole Tiger Reserve has resulted in the

recording of 290 bird species, including a few migratory ones.

About Nagarahole Tiger Reserve:

Nagarahole is an important Tiger Reserve in Karnataka and is a major hub of
conservation under Project Tiger and Project Elephant.

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve previously known as Rajiv Gandhi National Park was
named after the river Nagarahole.

This tiger reserve forms a critical connecting habitat for tigers and elephants to
other areas of the Western Ghats through the Brahmagiri wildlife sanctuary
and to the Eastern Ghats through the Bandipur Tiger reserve.



Flora: It consists mainly of moist deciduous forests with predominating trees of
teak and rosewood.

Fauna: Tiger, Leopard Asiatic, Wild Dog, Sloth Bear, Asiatic Elephant, Gaur,
Sambar Chital Muntjac, Four Horned Antelope etc.

Pangong Tso
India’s first frozen lake marathon is set to be held in Ladakh’s Pangong Tso.

About Pangong Tso:

Pangong Lake or Pangong Tso is a long narrow, endorheic (landlocked) lake
situated at a height of more than 14,000 ft (4,350 meters) in the Ladakh
Himalayas.

The lake is 5 kilometers wide and 134 kilometers long, with one-third of it lying
in India & the other two-thirds in China.

It is the world's highest saltwater lake.

The lake is also very deep and reaches a maximum depth of almost 328 feet.

It is also known to change colors, appearing blue, green, and red at different
times

Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary

The first-ever bird survey in Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary was conducted recently, and the

volunteers recorded 186 species of birds.

About Tansa Wildlife Sanctuary:

Location: It is located in the Thane District of Maharashtra, 90 km northeast of
Mumbai in the foothills of the Western Ghats.

It is known to be a paradise for birdwatchers.

It has two rivers, the Tansa and Vaitarna, and the sanctuary gets its name from
the former, which divides the sanctuary into two parts.

The sanctuary forms the catchment area of Tansa lake, along with the
surrounding forests of Khardi, Vaitarna, Wada, and Shahapur ranges.

Tansa reservoir, along with Vaitarna and Bhatsa reservoirs, is the major source
of water for the cities of Mumbai and Thane.

Within Tansa Sanctuary is a fort at Mahuli, situated on a 762 m high hilltop.
Vegetation: The Sanctuary has Southern Tropical Moist Deciduous Forest, with
a few patches of Evergreen forest.

Flora: It consists of trees like Kalamb, Bibla, Khair, Hed, Teak, and Bamboo.



Debrigarh Tiger Reserve
Recently, the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) approved Odisha’s

Proposal to declare Debrigarh a Tiger Reserve.

About Debrigarh Tiger Reserve:

Located near the Hirakud dam at Sambalpur, spread over an area of 347 sq km
Debrigarh Wildlife Sanctuary is one of the famous tourist destinations of
western Odisha.

It will become the third tiger reserve in Odisha after Similipal and Satkosia.

It was declared as a wildlife sanctuary in 1985 and situated in the Bargarh
district of Odisha near Hirakud dam (Mahanadi River).

It finds a special mention because of noted freedom fighter veer Surendra sai.
During his rebellion against the British Veer SurendraSaimade his base at
‘Barapathara” located within the sanctuary.

Fauna: A wide varieties of animals including leopard, wild boar, bison, sambar,
chital and Four-horned antelope are sighted in the sanctuary.

Bandipur Tiger Reserve

Recently, Prime Minister of india complimented the staff of Karnataka’s Bandipur

Tiger Reserve for saving an elephant that came in contact with an electric fence.

About Bandipur Tiger Reserve :

It was established in the 1930s as a wildlife sanctuary, which became a tiger
reserve in 1973 under Project tiger.

It is situated in two contiguous districts (Mysore and Chamarajanagar) of
Karnataka and located at the tri-junction area of the States of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.

Bandipur Tiger Reserve is surrounded by:

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the North West (Kabini Reservoir
separates the two).

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the South.

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) in the South West.

This area has the River Kabini in its north and River Moyar in its south. Along
with River Nugu, that flows across it.

Flora: It comprises diverse vegetation of dry deciduous to tropical mixed
deciduous It include rosewood, Indian kino tree, sandalwood, Indian laurel,
clumping bamboo and giant clumping bamboo etc.

Fauna: It is a shelter for the largest population of wild Asian elephants in South
Asia. It comprises other mammals such as Bengal tiger, gaur, sloth bear, golden
jackal, dhole and four-horned antelope etc.



Sarus Crane

According to the latest data from the forest department, the count of the Sarus Cranes
has increased by 98 per cent from around 500 in 2015 to nearly 992 in 2022 in the
wetlands of Matar Taluka in Kheda.

About Sarus Crane:
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It is the tallest flying bird in the world.
Scientific name: Grus Antigone
Distribution: They live in Southeast Asia, northern India and in northern
Australia.
Habitat: They live mainly in wetlands such as canals, marshes and ponds,
sometimes near humans.

e Conservation Status:

e [UCN Red List: Vulnerable

o Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972: Schedule IV

Indian Pangolin

International non-profit organization TRAFFIC recently reported that 1,203 pangolins
had been found in illegal wildlife trade in India from 2018 to 2022.
Key facts about Indian Pangolin:

The Indian pangolin, also called thick-tailed pangolin and scaly anteater is
native to the Indian subcontinent.
It is one of the eight species of pangolins found.
They are one of the most trafficked mammals in the world, despite an
international ban on their trade.
Scientific name: Manis crassicaudata
Distribution: It lives in India (south of the Himalayas), Bangladesh, Southern
Nepal, Sri Lanka, and small parts of Pakistan.
Habitat: It occurs in tropical forests, open land, grasslands, and degraded
habitat, including in close proximity to villages.
Features:
e Like other pangolins, it has large, overlapping scales on its body, which
act as armor.
e The Indian pangolin’s armor is amongst the most effective in the
mammalian world. It has about 13 rows of moveable sharp scales
covering its body, which are shed periodically.



o The colour of its scales varies depending on the colour of the earth in its
surroundings.

e It can also curl itself into a ball as self-defense against predators.

e It is an insectivore feeding on ants and termites.

e It is nocturnal and rests in deep burrows during the day.

Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VTR)
Recently, the Bihar state government has decided to increase rhino-bearing areas in
Valmiki Tiger Reserve (VIR) in the West Champaran district by five per cent in the
next two years
About Valmiki Tiger Reserve:
e Valmiki Tiger Reserve forms the easternmost limit of the Himalayan Terai
forests in India,
e It is the only tiger reserve of Bihar which is situated in the Gangetic Plains bio-
geographic zone of the country,
e The forest of this region has a combination of bhabar and terai tracts.
e Rivers Gandak(west of VTR), Pandai, Manor, Harha, Masan and Bhapsa flow
through various parts of the reserve.
e Flora: The vegetation types include mainly Moist mixed deciduous, Open-land
vegetation, Sub-mountainous semi-evergreen formation, Freshwater swamps,
Riparian fringes, Alluvial grasslands, high hill savannah and Wetlands.

Harike Wetland
According to the recent water bird census, the Harike wetland witnessed a decline in
migratory birds' arrival this year.
About Harike wetland:
e Harike Wildlife Sanctuary also locally known as "Hari-ke-Pattan" is one of the
largest wetlands in northern India.
o It is situated at the confluence of two major rivers of Punjab Sutlej and Beas.
e Harike wetland came into existence in 1953 due to the construction of a
barrage on River Sutle;j.
e It has been designated as one of the Ramsar sites in India.
e This is a man-made, riverine wetland spreads across three districts of Punjab
e., Tarn Taran, Ferozepur and Kapurthala.

Malabar Tree toad

Malabar tree toad found in Mollem National Park which is threatened by three
infrastructure project finds mentioned in the updated ‘Checklist of Indian Amphibians
(2023)’ released by the Zoological Survey of India.

About Malabar tree toad:



o The Malabar tree toad is a small species found in the forest along the Western
Ghats in wet tree hollows or leaf bases containing water.

e This toad species is found mainly during the monsoon season and then it
disappears.

e It is believed to be the only toad to dwell on high canopies.

e Its population is shrinking mainly due to habitat loss, climate change and
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis, a deadly fungus that has been decimating
entire amphibian populations worldwide.

e Conservation status

e JUCN: Endangered

Himalayan Griffon
Recently, the Himalayan Griffon was sighted in the Patrampur and Bail Parao ranges
of the Terai forest range after nearly 15 years.
About Himalayan Griffon:
e It is an Old World vulture in the family Accipitridae. It is one of the two largest
Old World vultures and true raptors.
o Distribution:This species is found along the Himalayas and the adjoining
Tibetan
e Threat: Himalayan wvultures are also susceptible to toxicity induced by
diclofenac, a drug whose residues are in domestic animal carcasses.
¢ Conservation status
e JUCN: Near Threatened
Other Vulture species found in India
e India is home to 9 species of Vulture namely the Oriental white-backed, Long-
billed, Slender-billed, Himalayan, Red-headed, Egyptian, Bearded, Cinereous
and Eurasian Griffon.

Seahorse
Extensive fishing off the Coromandel coast forced the great seahorse to migrate
laboriously toward Odisha
About Seahorse:
e Great seahorses can be found in relatively deep waters.
e These are ovoviviparous and the males give birth to live
young.

e They also have some traits, such as small body size, fast
growth and high fecundity, that may confer resilience to high levels of
exploitation

e They are distributed across diverse ecosystems such as seagrass, mangroves,
macroalgal beds, and coral reefs.



Conservation status
e JUCN: Vulnerable
e CITES: Appendix II

Parambikulam Tiger Reserve

A recent faunal survey conducted in the Parambikulam Tiger Reserve has recorded

over 500 species, many of which were hitherto unseen in the protected area.

About Parambikulam Tiger Reserve:

Parambikulam is one of the premier Tiger Reserves of India and is endowed by
nature in terms of species, habitat and ecosystem diversity.

It is located in the Palakkad District of Kerala and lies between the Anamalai
hills and Nelliampathy hills of the Southern Western Ghats.

Flora: It supports diverse habitats like; evergreen forests, moist and dry
deciduous forests and grasslands.

Fauna: Lion-tailed macaques, Malabar giant squirrel and Flying squirrel,
Tarantula (large-bodied spiders) etc.

There are several endemic, rare, endangered and threatened (RET) species of
flora and fauna adding to the diversity of the Reserve.

Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary

Recently, during the Synchronised Bird Census 2023 conducted by the Tamil Nadu

Forest Department at Point Calimere Wildlife Sanctuary as many as 69 species of

terrestrial birds were observed.

About the Sanctuary:

It was established in the year of 1967 and is situated in the state of Tamil
Nadu.

It houses the famous bird sanctuary of Vedaranyam and the Talaignayar
forests.

Flanked by the Bay of Bengal in the east, and Palk Strait in the south, It
primarily focuses on the protection and conservation of the black antelopes, an
endangered and endemic species that are found in this region.

It is designated as a Ramsar site.

Flora: It has mangroves, tropical evergreen forests, and grassland ecosystems.
Fauna: Wild boar, macaque, black buck, chital, Great flamingo, Painted Stork,
Little Stint, Seagull and Brown-headed gull are normally found in the
sanctuary.



Guindy National Park
A total of 421 birds of 63 species were spotted during the two-day annual bird census
at the Guindy National Park.
About Guindy National Park:
e Guindy is India’s eighth-smallest national park and one of the very few national
parks located inside a city.
e [tis located in the heart of Chennai’s metropolitan area of Tamil Nadu.
e It is one of the last remnants of the tropical dry evergreen forests of the
Coromandel Coast.
e Flora: Tropical dry evergreen forest, Scrub and thorn forests.
e Fauna: Blackbuck, Toddy cat, Civet cat, Jungle cat, Pangolin, Hedgehog, Shrew
and black-naped hare etc.

Kalakkad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve (KMTR)

Recently, two researchers from Tamil Nadu have spotted a rare moth species for the
first time in India in the buffer zone of Kalakkad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve.

About

e The researchers from Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the
Environment (ATREE) Tamil Nadu Wetland Mission were the first in the world
to photograph the moth species Mimeusemia ceylonica.

e It was first illustrated and described by English entomologist George Hampson
and was sighted 127 years ago - at Trincomalee in Sri Lanka in 1893.

e Mimeusemia ceylonica belongs to the subfamily Agaristinae and family
Noctuidae.

Key facts about (KMTR)

e The Kalakad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve (KMTR) in Tirunelveli and
Kanyakumari District of Tamil Nadu is one of the protected areas having diverse
flora and fauna.

e It was declared as the “First Tiger Reserve of Tamil Nadu” and the 17th Tiger
Reserve of the country.

e It consists of the Kanyakumari Wildlife sanctuary in the south and the Nellai
Wildlife Sanctuary in the North.

e The river Thamirabarani originates from this tiger reserve.

e The reserve is also known as the “River Sanctuary” with as many as 14 rivers
originating from this Tiger Reserve.

e Flora: This region has got vegetation types which gradually change from dry
thorn forest to dry deciduous, moist deciduous and a patch of West coast wet
evergreen forests on the higher reaches of the reserve.

e Fauna: Lion Tailed Macaque, Nilgiri Tahr, Nilgiri Pipit, Grey Headed Bulbul,
Blue Winged Parakeet etc.



Pench Tiger Reserve

As many as 129 species of butterflies were recorded during a citizen science-based
survey at Pench Tiger Reserve (PTR) in Maharashtra's Nagpur district.

About Pench Tiger Reserve:

o It is located in the Nagpur district of Maharashtra which derives its name from
its lifeline - the River Pench.

e Pench River divides the reserve into almost two halves.

o The Reserve is located in the southern reaches of the Satpura hills in the Seoni
and Chhindwara districts in Madhya Pradesh and continues in Nagpur district
in Maharashtra as a separate Sanctuary.

e Fauna: Tiger, Leopard, Sloth bear, Indian gaur, Wild dog, wolf etc.

e Flora: It has a mixture of Southern dry broadleaf teak forestsand tropical mixed
deciduous forests are present.

Barda Wildlife Sanctuary

The Gujarat government has proposed a second home for Asiatic lions in Gujarat at
Barda Wildlife Sanctuary, about 100km away from their present home at Gir National
Park.

About the news

e The Central government of India has given in-principle approval to the project.

e A report on “Lion@2047: A vision for Amrutkal”’, prepared by the Wildlife
Institute of India (WII) for the Gujarat government, has identified Barda as a
potential site where a population of 40 adult and sub-adult lions can be
accommodated in the larger landscape of Barda-Alech hills and coastal forests.

Key facts about Barda Wildlife Sanctuary:

e Barda Wildlife Sanctuary area falls into two districts, Porbandar and Jamnagar
in the state of Gujarat

e It is characteristically abundant in floral diversity, which consists of a good
number of medicinal plants.

e Flora:The area has the maximum floral diversity in the state (650 plant species),
Gorad, Babul, Dhav, Rayan, Ber, Jamun, Amli, Dhudhlo, Bamboo

e Fauna: Leopard, Hyena, Wild boar, wolf, Jackal, blue bull, Rare and
endangered spotted eagle and crested hawk eagle etc.

Project Lion
e [t envisages ecology-based conservation of the Asiatic Lion in Gujarat by
integrating conservation and eco-development.



The Project is being implemented in the Gir landscape in Gujarat which is the
last home of the Asiatic lion.

Conservation status of Asiatic Lion

IUCN: Endangered

Indian Black Turtle
Recently, the Marakkanam police seized 46 live Indian Black Turtles ( Melanochelys

trijuga ) from two persons who were allegedly smuggling

them on a two-wheeler, from neighbouring Puducherry.
About Indian Black Turtle:

The Indian black turtle is a medium-sized turtle
found across the Indian subcontinent.

It is an aquatic species, mainly associated with
standing water bodies, sometimes rivers.

The species is an omnivore, consuming both aquatic |

macrophytes and invertebrates.

The species shows a crepuscular to a nocturnal

lifestyle, with individuals seen foraging after dark along the edges of water
bodies.

The distribution in India includes the hill ranges of the Western Ghats, south of
Gujarat, and the southeast coast, and then a separate disjunct distribution in
northern and northeastern India.

Conservation status:

IUCN: Least concern

Wild Ass Sanctuary

Gujarat High Court recently sought a report from the state government on the licenses

and permissions it has granted for mining activities within Wild Ass Sanctuary in the
Little Rann of Kutch.
About Wild Ass Sanctuary:

Flora:

Location: It is located in the Little Rann of Kutch of the A
Gujarat State in India. bl | &

) : -“mw-
It is the only place where the Indian wild ass, locally Ip‘

called Khacchar, is found.

The sanctuary is home to a sizeable population of Rabari
and Bharwad tribes.

It is full of dry thorny scrub, and there are no large trees except on the fringes
and bets.



e Some of the plants and trees that are found in this sanctuary are Morad, Unt

morad, Theg, Dolari, Khijdo, Kerdo, Mithi jar, Kheri pilu, Akado, etc.
Fauna:

e Besides Indian Wild Ass, the other mammals found here include Blackbuck,
Nilgai, Bluebull, Hare, Wolf, Foxes, Desert Cat, Indian fox, Jackal, Hyena, Wild
boar, etc.

e There is rich birdlife, including the Houbara bustard, Sandgrouse, Pale harrier,
Black-shouldered kite, Pelican, etc.

Key Facts about Indian Wild Ass:

o It is a sub-species of Asian Wild Ass, i.e., Equus hemionus.

e Scientific name: Equus hemionus khur

e It is characterized by distinctive white markings on the anterior part of the
rump and on the posterior part of the shoulder and a stripe down the back that
is bordered by white.

e Distribution: World’s last population of Indian WildAss is restricted to Rann of
Kachchh, Gujarat.

e Habitat: Desert and grassland ecosystems.

e Conservation Status:

e [UCN: Near threatened.

e CITES: Appendix II

o Wildlife Protection Act (1972): Schedule-I

Eurasian Otter
Three Eurasian Otters were recently spotted in the Neeru stream of the Chenab
catchment in Jammu and Kashmir

About Eurasian Otter:

e It is a semi-aquatic carnivorous mammal.

e Scientific Name: Lutra lutra

e Distribution:

e [t has one of the widest distributions of all Palaearctic mammals.

e Its range covers parts of three continents: Europe, Asia, and Africa.

e In India, it occurs in northern, northeast, and southern India.

Habitat:

e It lives in a wide variety of aquatic habitats,
including highland and lowland lakes, rivers,
streams, marshes, swamp forests, and coastal
areas.

e In the Indian subcontinent, Eurasian otters occur
in cold hill and mountain streams.




Features:
e It has a long lithe body with a thick tail and short legs.
e It has sensitive whiskers around the snout to help detect prey.
e [t has two layers of fur: a thick waterproof outer one and a warm inner one with
50,000 hairs/cm 2
¢ It has an acute sense of sight, smell, and hearing.
Conservation Status:
e [UCN: Near threatened
e Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule II
e CITES: Appendix I

Kashmiri Stag ((Hangul)
e In a recent census conducted at Kashmir’s Dachigam National Park, it was
found that the population of Hangul or Kashmiri Stag has gradually increased
over time at the national park.
Note
e The Kashmir stag also called hangul is a
subspecies of Central Asian red deer endemic to
Kashmir and surrounding areas.
e It is found in dense riverine forests in the high
valleys and mountains of Jammu and Kashmir
and northern Himachal Pradesh.

e In Kashmir, it is found primarily in the Dachigam
National Park where it receives protection.

e A small population has also been witnessed in Overa-Aru Wildlife Sanctuary in
south Kashmir.

e Conservation status

e [UCN: Critically Endangered

e CITES : Appendix I

Long-tailed ducks
Recently, Long-tailed duck species have been spotted at the iconic Wular Lake,
Kashmir after 116 years.
Note
e The attractive Long-tailed Duck breeds in the high
Arctic and spends winters mostly along ocean coasts.
e They are amazing divers—able to swim down as deep
as 200 feet to forage.




Unlike other ducks, Long-tailed Ducks do not use their feet to propel their
dives, but they flap with partially opened wings.
It is one of the species to which the Agreement on the Conservation of African-
Eurasian Migratory Waterbirds (AEWA)
Conservation Status

o IUCN: Vulnerable

Earth Hour
Millions of people across countries recently celebrated Earth Hour.
About Earth Hour:

It is a global grassroots movement uniting people to take action on
environmental issues and protect the planet.

It is organized by World Wildlife Fund (WWF).

It was started by WWF and partners as a symbolic lights-out event in Sydney in
2007.

It takes place on the last Saturday of March every year.

“Earth Hour” encourages people to switch off all lights for an hour, from 8:30
pm to 9:30 pm local time to promote awareness of climate change challenges
and energy conservation.

Governments and companies also participate by turning off non-essential lights
in their buildings, monuments, and landmarks to raise awareness about the
impact of energy consumption on our planet.

This symbolic act, known as the 9lights off moment, unites people worldwide in
a show of support for the planet and serves as a reminder of the environmental
issues facing us.

Palamau Tiger Reserve (PTR):

The Palamau Tiger Reserve is in the western side of Latehar district on the
Chhota Nagpur plateau in

This tiger reserve is surrounded by the Auranga River in the North.

It is one of the first 9 tiger reserves created in the country at the inception of
‘Project Tiger’.

It is the first reserve in the world in which a tiger census was carried out as a
pugmark count, as early as 1932 under the supervision of J.W. Nicholson

This Tiger reserve zone is the watershed area for 3 important rivers Koel,
Burha, and Auranga.

Many aquifers locally called ‘Chuan’ are also present inside the reserve. A sulfur
hot spring ‘Tatha’is present near Barwadih.

Flora: The project area is constituted mainly of Sal forests, mixed deciduous
forests, and bamboo groves.



Fauna: The keystone species are Tigers, Elephants, Leopards, Grey Wolf, Gaur,
Sloth Bear, etc.

Eravikulam National Park
According to Eravikulam National Park (ENP) officials, a

Fernarium has been established within the park, and this is
the first time such a fern collection has been established in
the hill station.

About Eravikulam National Park:

It is situated in the Kannan Devan Hills of the

southern Western Ghats of

This is also the land of “Neelakurinji”, the flower that
blooms once in twelve years.

The Anamudi peak is situated on the southern side of the Park.

Flora: The major part of the park is covered with rolling grasslands, but several
patches of shola forests are also found in the upper part of the valley.

Fauna: The Nilgiri Tahr, Gaur, Sloth Bear, Nilgiri Langur, Tiger, Leopard, Giant
Squirrel and wild dog are common

Bandipur Tiger Reserve
Bandipur Tiger Reserve recently completed S0 years as a Project Tiger Reserve.

About

It was established in the 1930s as a wildlife sanctuary, which became a tiger
reserve in 1973 under Project tiger.

It is situated in two contiguous districts (Mysore and Chamarajanagar) of
Karnataka and located at the tri-junction area of the States of Karnataka, Tamil
Nadu and Kerala.

Bandipur Tiger Reserve is surrounded by:

Nagarahole Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the North West (Kabini Reservoir
separates the two).

Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Tamil Nadu) in the South.

Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) in the South West.

This area has the River Kabini in its north and River Moyar in its south.

Project Tiger - 50 years anniversary

Project Tiger is a project established by the
Union Government of India in 1973 to protect
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}i}\ PROJECT TIGER

tigers.
The Indian Board of Wildlife (IBW) designed the
scheme.
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The objective of the project is to ensure and maintain the surviving tiger
population in India to maintain its scientific, economic, aesthetic, cultural
ecological and ecological value, and to preserve their traditional natural
habitats and dedicate them to the education and well-being of the people of
India.

For this, separate sanctuaries are established and the natural environment for
tigers to live is maintained.

History

The first all-India tiger census conducted in 1972 revealed that only 1872 tigers
remained. Project Tiger was launched by our Prime Minister Mrs. Indira
Gandhi on April 1, 1973 in Corbett National Park in Uttaranchal district to
protect the endangered tiger species.

Tigers in Panna in Maharashtra and Sariska in Rajasthan have been wiped out
while the scheme has been in place.

Realizing the seriousness of the situation, the Union Government legally
constituted the National Tiger Conservation Commission (NTCA) under the
National Wildlife Conservation Act, 1972.

Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve (GoMBR):

The Gulf of Mannar is one of the biologically richest coastal regions of India.

It is the first Marine Biosphere Reserve in South and South East Asia.

In India, the Gulf of Mannar region in Tamil Nadu is one of the four major coral
reef areas and the others are the Gulf of Kutch in Gujarat, Lakhsadweep and
Andaman and Nicobar islands.

It is designated as a Biosphere Reserve.

This Biosphere Reserve encompasses a chain of 21 islands (2 islands already
submerged) and adjoining coral reefs off the coasts of the Ramanathapuram
and the Tuticorin districts.

Project Elephant

About

President Droupadi Murmu marks 30 years of Project Elephant at Kaziranga

Project Elephant, an effort backed by the Central Government, was started in
February 1992.

Under the Project Elephant strategy for the conservation and management of
elephants, the government provides assistance to the states that have a
population of wild elephants living in the wild.

The project has three main objectives: the preservation of the well-being of
domesticated elephants through the protection of elephants, their habitats, and
elephant corridors. minimising and avoiding conflict between people and
elephants.



e Note- National Heritage Animal - Elephant
e The Indian government selected the elephant as the country’s national
heritage animal in 2010 in accordance with the recommendations of the
standing committee of the national board for wildlife
e There are 33 elephant reserves in India.

International Big Cats Alliance (IBCA)

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the International Big Cats Alliance
(IBCA) during his visit to Karnataka on April 9, 2022. The IBCA aims to
conserve seven species of big cats, including tigers, lions, leopards, cheetahs,
jaguars, snow leopards, and clouded leopards

e The alliance seeks to bring together countries, conservationists, and experts
from around the world to collaborate on conservation efforts for these seven big
cat species.

e Through IBCA, India hopes to share knowledge, expertise, and best practices in
conserving these species with other countries that have significant big cat
populations, such as Indonesia, Brazil, and South Africa.

e The alliance also aims to facilitate collaborations between governments, NGOs,
and the private sector to create sustainable solutions for conservation.

Asian King Vulture conservation and breeding center
e The world’s first conservation and breeding center for the critically endangered
Asian king vulture is set to open in Uttar Pradesh’s Maharajganj district.
e The center, named Jatayu Conservation and Breeding Centre (JCBC), is spread
over 1.5 hectares and is designed to maintain a sustainable population of the
species by breeding king vultures in captivity and releasing them into the wild.

Barnawapara wildlife sanctuary
Recently, the Chhattisgarh forest department has carried out a successful
translocation of four sub-adult wild buffaloes from Assam to Barnawapara wildlife
sanctuary.
e Chhattisgarh High Court cleared the hurdles as part of the state's ongoing
efforts to protect and conserve the state animal.
e In February 2023, the Chhattisgarh forest department team surveyed the
Manas Tiger Reserve in Assam before the translocation of the wild buffaloes.
e The team sent DNA samples to the Wildlife Institute of India (WII) in Dehradun
for necessary tests such as breed accuracy and suitability.
Key Facts about Barnawapara wildlife sanctuary
e It is located in the district of Raipur in Chhattisgarh.



o The rivers Balmedhi, Jonk and Mahanadi are the lifeline river which runs along
the sanctuary.

e River Balamdehi forms the western boundary and Jonk River forms the
northeastern boundary of the Sanctuary.

e Flora: The sanctuary contains major vegetation of Teak, Sal and Mixed forest.

e Fauna: Cheetal, Sambhar, Nilgai and Wild Boar, Sloth Bear, Wild Dog, are
commonly seen.

Mangrove pitta
e COdisha forest officials have recently sighted 179 mangrove pitta birds in the

first ever census conducted of these exotic and colourful birds in the country.
About

e It is a species of passerine bird in the Pittidae family native to Southeast Asia
and South Asia.

e Scientific Name: Pitta megarhyncha

e Distribution: Bangladesh, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Singapore, and
Thailand (primarily the west coast of the southern Thai peninsula).

e Habitat: It is found in mangrove and nipa palm forests where it feeds on
crustaceans, mollusks and insects.

e Features: They are colourful birds which have black head with brown crown,
white throat, greenish upper parts, buff under-parts and reddish vent area.

e Conservation Status:

e [UCN: Near Threatened.

Gandhi Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary
Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister recently announced that Gandhi Sagar Wildlife
Sanctuary will be developed as a second home for cheetahs within six months.
About
e Location: It is situated in northwestern Madhya Pradesh, with one of its
boundaries running along the border of Rajasthan.
e River Chambal flows through the sanctuary, dividing it into two parts.

Lesser flamingo
Recently, after a six-year absence, the lesser flamingos have finally found their way
back to Pulicat Lake.



About: . -
e It is the smallest of all flamingos but has the -k 3
largest population. &
e It possesses the "hallux" or hind toe that some
other flamingos do not have.
e Males are a little taller than females.
e Habitat: It inhabits coastal and inland wetlands.
e Geographical distribution: Africa, Asia continents
and in that especially Sub-Saharan Africa, South
Asia, North Africa
e They mostly eat blue-green algae but occasionally will take crustaceans and
small insects.
e [t is serially monogamous, meaning they form pairs that remain together while
they are raising the young
e Conservation status
e [UCN: Near Threatened
Pulicat Lake
e It is the second-largest brackish water lake in the country.
e It lies at the border of the states of Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu. (Majorly
lies in Andhra Pradesh)
e The long and narrow Sriharikota Island, which separates Pulicat Lake from the
Bay of Bengal,
e It is popular as a flamingo-watching site and for water activities.
e Both the South West and North-East monsoons provide rain to the area where
Pulicat Lake is located.

Achanakmar Tiger Reserve
e A tigress that had been captured after it killed two persons and injured another
in Chhattisgarh’s Surajpur district was recently released into Achanakmar Tiger
Reserve.
About
e Location: It is located in the Bilaspur district of Chhattisgarh.
o It was declared a tiger reserve in 2009.
e It is a part of the huge Achanakmar-Amarkantak Biosphere Reserve.
e Maniyari River flows right from the centre of this reserve, which is the forest's
lifeline.
e It has a corridor connecting to Kanha and Bandhavgarh Tiger reserves and
plays a critical role in the dispersal of tigers among these reserves.



Great Indian hornbill

e The great hornbill (Buceros bicornis) also known as the great Indian hornbill or
great pied hornbill, is one of the larger members of the hornbill family.

o The great hornbill is long-lived, living for nearly 50 years in captivity.

e It is predominantly fruit-eating, but is an
opportunist and preys on small mammals, reptiles
and birds.

e Its impressive size and colour have made it
important in many tribal cultures and rituals.

e A large majority of their population is found in India
with a significant proportion in the Western Ghats
and the Nilgiris.

e [UCN status: Vulnerable (uplisted from Near = S
Threatened in 2018), CITES: Appendix I
Their ecological significance

e Referred to as forest engineers’ or farmers of the forest’ for playing a key role in
dispersing seeds of tropical trees, hornbills indicate the prosperity and balance
of the forest they build nests in.

Threats

e Hornbills used to be hunted for their casques — upper beak — and feathers for
adorning headgear despite being cultural symbols of some ethnic communities
in the northeast, specifically the Nyishi of Arunachal Pradesh.

o Illegal logging has led to fewer tall trees where the bird’s nest.

Hornbill Festival

e The Hornbill Festival is a celebration held every year from 1 — 10 December, in
Kohima, Nagaland.

e The festival was first held in the year 2000.

e It is named after the Indian hornbill, the large and colourful forest bird which is
displayed in the folklore of most of the state’s tribes.

o Festival highlights include the traditional Naga Morungs exhibition and the sale
of arts and crafts, food stalls, herbal medicine stalls, flower shows and sales,
cultural medley — songs and dances, fashion shows etc.

Bandhavgarh National Park
e News- Archaeologists have recently uncovered several archaeological treasures
from the Bandhavgarh National Park in Madhya Pradesh.
e It is located in the Umaria district of Madhya Pradesh.
e [tis spread over the Vindhya hills.
e [t was declared a national park in 1968 and then became Tiger Reserve in 1993.



It is known for the Royal Bengal Tigers. The density of the tiger population at
Bandhavgarh is the highest known in India as well as in the world.

The park derives its name from the most prominent hillock in the area, which
was said to be given by Hindu Lord Rama to his brother Lakshmana to keep a
watch on Lanka. Hence the name Bandhavgarh (Sanskrit: Brother's Fort).

The national park was the former hunting preserve of the Maharaja of Rewa.
Topography: Varies between steep ridges, undulating forests and open
meadows.

Vegetation: It is mostly of dry deciduous type.

World Environment Day celebrations

News-This year, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Government of India envisages to
celebrate the World Environment Day 2023 with a thrust
on the Mission LiFE.

Objective of the day: World Environment Day is the United
Nations day for encouraging worldwide awareness and
action to protect our environment.

Date of observance: Every year on Sth of June.

Why June 5? To mark the first day of The United Nations

Conference on the Human Environment which was held in Stockholm, Sweden
from June 5-16 in 1972.

First year of observance of WED: In 1974 the first WED was held with the
theme "Only One Earth".

The theme for World Environment Day on 5 June 2023 will focus on solutions
to plastic pollution under the campaign #BeatPlasticPollution.

Sathyamangalam Tiger Reserve

News- After a gap of six years, the Tamil Nadu Forest department recently
commenced a three-day long elephant census at Sathyamangalam Tiger
Reserve.

Location:- It is located at the junction of the Eastern and the Western Ghats in
the Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve, in the Erode District of Tamil Nadu.

Its area is contiguous with the Mudumalai Tiger Reserve, Bandipur Tiger
Reserve (Karnataka) and BR Tiger Reserve and Wildlife Sanctuary (Karnataka).
Together, these reserves — forming the Nilgiris biosphere landscape — have the
biggest tiger population in the world, at over 280 tigers.

Terrain: It is hilly and undulated with altitude ranging between 750m and
1649m.



Vegetation: It consists of southern tropical dry thorn forests, mixed deciduous
forests, semi-evergreen forests, and Riparian forests.

Flora: Common Species of trees and shrubs found are Albizzia amara
Chloroxylon swictenia, Gyrocarpus jacquini, Neem, Tamarind, Sandalwood,
Randi dumetorum, Zizyphus and associates.

Fauna: The major species are Elephant, Tiger, Panther, Sloth bear, Gaur, Black
Buck, Spotted deer, Wild boar, Black napped hare, Common langur Nilgiri
langur, Striped neck mongoose and Bonnet macaque

Plan to conduct One Student One Tree Campaign 2023”.

Minister of State for Education and External Affairs Dr. Rajkumar Ranjan Singh
on June S5 announced the launch of the All India Institute of Technical
Education (AICTE) “One Student One Tree Campaign 2023”.

At the same time he published 'Guidelines and Curriculum Framework for
Environmental Education at Undergraduate Level'. He said that this campaign
will bring awareness about Mission Life (Mission LiFE) among the people.

International Conference on Green Hydrogen was held in New Delhi

The International Conference on Green Hydrogen 2023 (ICGH 2023) was
inaugurated by Power Minister RK Singh in New Delhi.

The conference is a three-day conference. Also, the conference aims to
establish a green hydrogen ecosystem and drive decarbonisation through green
hydrogen across the globe.

July 2023 has been officially declared as the hottest month on record.

The European Union's Copernicus Climate Change Forum has confirmed in a
recent announcement that the month of "July 2023" will be the hottest month
ever recorded globally, according to a clear analysis of the increasing global
climate change and climate change crisis.

This increase in temperature represents the most dangerous trend in the world
and if this situation continues, the general population of the world will be
affected by the most severe situation in the future.

Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary

Bihar is set to get a second tiger reserve in Kaimur district (Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary)

by the end of the year or early 2024.

About Kaimur Wildlife Sanctuary:

It is the largest sanctuary located in the Kaimur District of Bihar.
It is nestled in the Vindhyachal hill ranges.



The sanctuary forms a very important catchment for theKav, Sone, and
Durgawati river systems, with important tributaries.

It is connected with Chandraprabha Wildlife Sanctuary of UP, which again has
links with Sanjay Dubri Tiger Reserve and Panna landscape in Madhya Pradesh
through stepping stone forests of Marihan, Sukrit, Chunar ranges and wildlife
sanctuaries of Ranipur (UP).

National Green Credit programme

In a move to promote environmental sustainability, the Indian Government has
introduced a national Green Credit programme.

This program, following the LiFE’ (Lifestyle for Environment) campaign,
employs a market-based approach to encourage environmental initiatives by
various stakeholders.

The Green Credit initiative is voluntary and aims to reward eco-friendly actions
across eight specific activity categories.

Ralamandal Wildlife Sanctuary

Two rare species of butterflies were recently found during a survey conducted by the

Forest Department in Ralamandal Wildlife Sanctuary.

About Ralamandal Wildlife Sanctuary:

Location: It is located in Indore, Madhya Pradesh.

Earlier, it was the hunting ground for the royal family members of Holkars, as it
had a huge population of tigers, leopards, and deer.

Established in 1989, this sanctuary is spread over an area of 5 square
kilometres.

Landscape: Rolling hills, lush green forests, and sparkling streams.

The River Narmada graces the sanctuary with its presence.

At the top of it is an ancient palace built by the Holkars in 1905, which was
primarily used as a hunting hut, also known as shikargah (hunting lodge).

National Framework for Climate Services ( NFCS)

India is embarking on a groundbreaking initiative led by the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) known as the National Framework for Climate
Services (NFCS). This comprehensive program aims to provide climate services
and information to various sectors, including agriculture, energy, disaster
management, health, and water resources.

The NFCS draws inspiration from the Global Framework for Climate Services
(GFCS), a global partnership established during the third World Climate
Conference in 2009. The GFCS’s primary goal is to improve the production and
utilization of climate information and services, facilitating collaboration among



researchers, policymakers, planners, investors, and vulnerable communities.
This partnership is spearheaded by National Meteorological and Hydrological
Services (NMHS) in each country, emphasizing user-friendly climate information
to address long-term challenges effectively.

Egyptian Vulture
Recently, an Egyptian Vulture was rescued from Indapur which had suffered injuries

and dehydration

About Egyptian Vulture:

The Egyptian Vulture (Neophorn Percnopterus) is a native bird of Europe,
Central Asia and Africa, and in winter, it travels towards Asian countries,
including India.

The residential sub-species of Egyptian vulture is Neophron Percnopterus
Ginginianus, which resides in India throughout the year.

It inhabits open, arid areas near humans, with plenty of food options.

These are monogamous, migrating between breeding seasons as a pair. They
build a large nest and will constantly replenish it during the breeding season.
Threats : One of the primary threats facing this species is illegal poisoning
aimed at carnivores.

Conservation status

IUCN: Endangered

Vulture species in India:

9 species of vultures are found in India.

Of these nine species, 4 are listed as Critically Endangered species of Vultures
and one as endangered species in IUCN red list of endangered species.
Species of Vultures found in India and their IUCN Conservation Status:
Indian Vulture or Long-billed vulture (Gyps indicus)-Critically Endangered
Indian White-backed Vulture (Gyps bengalensis)-Critically Endangered
Red-headed Vulture (Sarcogypscalvus)- Critically Endangered
Slender-billed Vulture (Gyps tenuirostris)- Critically Endangered

Egyptian Vulture (Neophronpercnopterus)- Endangered

Cincerous Vulture (Aegypiusmonachus)- Near Threatened

Bearded Vulture (Gypaetusbarbatus)-Near Threatened

Himalayan Vulture (Gyps himalayansis)-Near Threatened

Griffon Vulture (Gyps fulvus)- Least Concern

Dancing frogs

According to the Wildlife Trust of India the dancing frogs are the most
threatened amphibian genus of India.

About Dancing frogs:



These are endemic to the Western Ghats.

Habitat: The species was found to prefer habitats in areas with thick canopy
cover of at least 70-80 per cent

It belongs to the Micrixalus genus.

It is also the fifth most threatened genus in the world with 92 per cent of its
species in the threatened category

Behaviour

The dancing frogs that are found near the streams do a unique display to mate.
The males stretch up their hind legs one at a time and wave their webbed toes
in the air in a rapid motion akin to a dance.

This is to attract mates as well as ward off competition, probably preferred
because their mating calls are drowned out by the gurgling of the streams.

This act is called “foot flagging” and gives the species their name.

Ecological significance:

Frogs are valuable in the food chain and also provide other ecological services.
Threats: These species are threatened by invasive species like the mosquito
fish, land use change, variation in temperature and humidity, extreme weather
events such as floods and excess rainfall, infectious diseases, water pollution,
light pollution, and infrastructure projects.

Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR)
The National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA) recently gave approval to

reintroduce eight tigers into the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR) in Maharashtra.
About Sahyadri Tiger Reserve (STR):

Location: It is located in the Sahyadri Ranges of the Western Ghats in
Maharashtra.

The reserve spreads over Koyna Wildlife Sanctuary, forming the northern
portion, and Chandoli National Park, forming the southern part of the reserve.
STR was created by merging the areas of these two forests in 2007.

The region of the Sahyadri Tiger Reserve includes the area around the Koyna
Dam, the Warna River, and many other small rivers and streams originating
from the Western Ghats and flowing to the east.

Gudavi Bird Sanctuary

News- The sudden deaths of several birds at Gudavi Bird Sanctuary in Shivamogga

district of Karnataka has left the officers of the Forest Department in worry.



About the Bird Sanctuary

e [tis one of the renowned Bird Sanctuaries in Karnataka.

e [tis located on Gudavi Lake banks.

e [t is engulfed with natural beauty and rich biodiversity, attracting tourists from
different parts of the world.

e Fauna: The Bird Sanctuary prides itself on being the home of more than 217
bird species, including residential and migratory birds like Grey Heron, Little
Cormorant, Little Grebe, White Ibis and White-Headed Crane.

e Flora: It is covered by moist deciduous forest species interspersed with grassy
patches.

o This wetland vegetation comprises marshy plants, and microphyte biota.

Indian Forest and Wood Certification Scheme

The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has launched the Indian
Forest & Wood Certification Scheme.

About

e This national forest certification scheme offers voluntary third-party
certification designed to promote sustainable forest management and
agroforestry in the country.

e The scheme includes forest management certification, tree outside forest
management certification, and chain of custody certification.

e It can provide market incentives to various entities that adhere to responsible
forest management and agroforestry practices in their operations.

e The Forest Management certification is based on the Indian Forest Management
Standard, consisting of 8 criteria, 69 indicators and 254 verifiers, which is an
integral part of the National Working Plan Code 2023, launched earlier this
year.

Banni Grassland
e The Gujarat Government recently said that the Central Government has
approved setting up a cheetah breeding and conservation centre in the Banni

Grassland.
About
e [t is located along the northern border of the Kachchh district in the State of
Gujarat.

e [t is one of the largest grasslands in the Indian subcontinent with an area of
over 2500 sq.km.



Environment news -2024

Global Declaration for River Dolphins
News- In a ground-breaking development, 11 Asian and South American countries
recently signed a global declaration, the "Global Declaration for River Dolphins," aimed
at preserving the world's six remaining river dolphin species.
About
e This declaration is designed to guide 14 nations where river dolphins inhabit,
with a focus on responsible freshwater dolphin conservation.
e It aims to halt the decline of all river dolphin species and increase the most
vulnerable populations.
e The declaration will escalate collaborative endeavours to safeguard the
surviving river dolphin species.
e Countries that adopted the declaration include Bangladesh, Bolivia, Brazil,
Cambodia, Colombia, Ecuador, India, Nepal, Pakistan, Peru, and Venezuela.
River Dolphins
e River dolphins are any of six species of small, usually freshwater aquatic
mammals that are related to whales (Order Cetacea).
e A seventh river dolphin species, the Chinese river dolphin, or baiji, was declared
extinct in 2007.
e Distribution: These dolphins are found in rivers of south-central Asia, China,
and South America and in the coastal waters of Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay.
e Common Features: They have slender beaks lined with lots of teeth, small eyes,
flexible necks and bodies, pronounced forehead melons, large flippers, and
small dorsal fins.
e The six surviving species of river dolphins are the Amazon, Indus, Ganges,
Irrawaddy, Tucuxi, and Yangtze finless porpoises.
e All six species of river dolphins are classified as Endangered or Critically
Endangered on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species.
e The largest is the Amazon River dolphin (Inia geoffrensis).

New Gecko species

e News- A team of scientists and researchers have discovered a new species of
gecko endemic to Mizoram.

About

e The new species has been named ‘Cyrtodactylus vairengtensis’ after the town in
Mizoram where it was found.

e The common name suggested for the new species is ‘Vairengte bent-toed gecko’.

e The distinct feature of this new species is the number of femoral pores which
distinguishes it from other members of the Cyrtodactylus family.



e Femoral pores are located on the underside of the hind legs in lizards that
secrete a mixture of lipids and proteins and are thought to be used to attract
mates and mark territories.

e It is endemic to Mizoram, taking the number of geckos native to the state to 6,
and 22 across northeast India.

e There are 335 gecko species across the world, of which 42 are found in India.

New crustacean parasites
e News- Research conducted at the University of Kerala has led to the
unprecedented discovery of a new crustacean family off the Indian coast.
About
e Researchers have named the new family
e This is also the first discovery and description of a new crustacean family from
India.
e These parasitic copepods are known to infest a wide range of hosts, from
sponges to marine mammals.



Schemes - 2023

Monument Mitra Scheme

Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Culture in respect of the monuments under the
Archaeological Survey of India.lt applies to all centrally protected heritage
properties.

Aim:Ensuring quality & inclusive provision of amenities and facilities across
heritage, natural, & tourist sites through the active participation of private and
public sector organizations and individuals.

Corporate entities will take over these monuments as part of their Corporate
Social Responsibility.These organizations would be known as “Monument
Mitras”for their collaboration initiative.

Adopt a Heritage Scheme:

Recently one archaeologist from USA Adopt a Heritage Scheme of India

About Adopt a Heritage Scheme:

The “Adopt a Heritage: Apni Dharohar, Apni Pehchaan” scheme was launched
in 2017 on World Tourism Day

It is a collaborative effort of the Ministry of Tourism, Ministry of Culture,
Archaeological Survey of India.

The project aims to encourage companies from public sector, private sector,
corporate citizens, NGOs, individuals and other stakeholders to become
‘Monument Mitras’.

They will take up the responsibility of developing and upgrading the basic and
advanced tourist amenities at these sites as per their interest and viability in
terms of a sustainable investment model under CSR.

The Monument Mitras are selected by the ‘oversight and vision committee,’ co-
chaired by the Tourism Secretary and the Culture Secretary.

The oversight committee also has the power to terminate a memorandum of
understanding in case of non-compliance or non-performance.

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Kendras(PMBJKs)
About PMJBKs

PMBKs are set up under Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana,
which was launched by the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Ministry of
Chemicals and Fertilizers in November 2008.

Objective: To provide quality medicines at affordable prices for all, particularly
the poor, so as to reduce out-of-pocket expenses in healthcare.

PMBKs provides generic drugs, which are available at lesser prices but are
equivalent in quality and efficacy as expensive branded drugs.

All therapeutic medicines are made available from Jan Aushadhi Stores.



e Jan Aushadhi stores also sell allied medical products commonly sold in chemist
shops so as to improve the viability of running the Jan Aushadhi store.

e Pharmaceutical & Medical Devices Bureau of India (PMBI) has been established
under the Department of Pharmaceuticals, Govt. of India, with the support of
all the CPSUs for co-coordinating procurement, supply, and marketing of
generic drugs through the PMBKs.

Agneepath scheme

e Agnipath Scheme is a system introduced for recruitment in all three armed
forces of India namely Army, Air Force and Navy.

e Employees recruited under the Agni Path scheme will be called Agniveer.

e Agneepath scheme approved by Govt of India in June 2022 to be implemented
from September 2022

Qualifications

e Young men and women aged 17.5 to 21 years are eligible to join the scheme.

e The same fitness requirements as in practice for joining the Army are
applicable to those joining the Agnipath scheme. Must have passed 10th or
12th standard.

e Women can also apply.

e Can work in Indian Army, Navy and Air Force

Tenure

e Fighters can serve in the Indian Army for 4 years. 25 per cent of those selected
will be inducted into the permanent army after the completion of their term of
service. The move will depend on willingness, work ability and contribution.
The remaining 75 percent will be discharged from the army.

SWAYATT Initiative

Recently, a function was held to commemorate the success of “SWAYATT”, an initiative
that was first launched in February 2019.

About SWAYATT Initiative:

e It is an initiative to promote Start-ups, Women and Youth Advantage Through
eTransactions on Government eMarketplace (GeM).

e Aim: To promote the inclusion of various categories of sellers and service
providers on the portal by taking proactive steps to facilitate their training and
registration, develop women's entrepreneurship, and encourage the
participation of the MSME sector and startups in public procurement.



Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
e A milestone has been achieved under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission
(ABDM), as over 25 crore health records have been successfully linked to the
Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts.
e This will help with the easy access and management of health records using
any ABDM-enabled health apps
What is ABHA?
e The Ayushman Bharat Health Accounts consist of 14-digit numbers. The
number is used to identify the persons and integrate their health records across
multiple stakeholders and systems.

Swachh Sujal Shakti Samman 2023

e Swachh Sujal Shakti Samman’ is to highlight and acknowledge the leadership
and contribution of women at the grass-root level in the journey towards
making a ‘Swachh Sujal Bharat’.

e The women achievers who have contributed exceptionally to ODF Plus Model
Villages, Har Ghar Jal Villages, Water Conservation, etc. under the National
Flagship Missions were felicitated.

e This year’s event was organized by the Union Ministry of Jal Shakti to honour
the women champions of the rural water and sanitation sector.

What is the Catch the Rain campaign?

e Catch the Rain is a Jan Andolan campaign to encourage all stakeholders to
create rainwater harvesting structures (RWHS).

e Tag line: Catch the rain, where it falls, when it falls.

e The campaign is implemented by the National Water Mission (NWM), Ministry of
Jal Shakti.

PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission

e The PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission was launched in

October 2021 with an aim to strengthen healthcare
infrastructure across India.

e With a budget of Rs.64,180 crore, the mission has three

aspects: strengthening public health institutions,

building an IT-enabled disease surveillance system, and

expanding research on infectious diseases.

Jan Aushadhi Train
e The Jan Aushadhi Train was flagged off recently in New Delhi by union
ministers Dr Mansukh Mandaviya and Shri Ashwini Vaishnaw.



e It was launched as part of the week-long
celebrations commemorating the Jan Aushadhi
scheme. This is the second such train to be flagged » > r 4“‘-‘».&%%5
off to create awareness about the scheme. ’ :
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Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA)

e The Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment’s flagship program, Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan (NMBA), aims to raise awareness about substance abuse
among youth in India, with a particular focus on higher education institutes,
university campuses, schools, and community engagement.
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flowers, aromatic plants, coconut, cashew and cocoa.

The aim of the National Bamboo Mission is to focuses on the development of
bamboo in limited States where it has social, commercial and economical
advantages. in the

Nodal Ministry: Department of Agriculture & Cooperation (DAC) under the
Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare.

Bamboo is majorly grown in North Eastern region and States including Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Karnataka, Uttarakhand, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Gujarat, Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Benefits of the Mission:

The initiative would assist farmers, local craftspeople, and other persons
involved in the bamboo industry, including allied sectors, both directly and
indirectly.

The initiative aims to reduce the import of bamboo goods while also increasing
farmer income.

It establishes a full value chain for the expansion of the bamboo sector.

NIPUN BHARAT
Recently, the Women and Child Development Minister introduced NIPUN BHARAT in
Rajysabha.

It has been launched as a National Mission called “National Initiative for
Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat)” in
2021.

Aim: To ensure that every child in the country necessarily attains foundational
literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-27.

A five-tier implementation mechanism will be set up at the National- State-
District- Block- School level in all States and UTs, under the aegis of the
centrally sponsored scheme of Samagra Shiksha.

Implementing agency: The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry
of Education.

Baal Swaraj Portal

Recently Women and Child Development Minister
introduced about Baal Swaraj portal in Rajya
Sabha.

About Baal Swaraj Portal:It is a portal launched by
NCPCR for online tracking and digital real-time
monitoring mechanism of children in need of care

and protection.

The portal has two functions- COVID care and CiSS.



e COVID Care link caters to the children who have lost either or both parents due
to COVID-19 or otherwise post March 2020.

e Ciss- to help in the rehabilitation process of Children in Street Situations.

e Portal also provides a platform for professionals and organizations to provide
any help for children in need in the form of open shelters, counselling services,
medical services, de-addiction services, education services, volunteering etc.

e [t has been launched under a centrally sponsored scheme namely Mission
Vatsalya.

Poshan Pakhwada
The Ministry of Women and Child Development will celebrate the fifth Poshan
Pakhwada from 20th March 2022 to 3rd April 2023 with various activities nationwide.
About
e The Poshan Pakhwada aims to raise awareness about the importance of
nutrition and promote healthy eating habits through Jan Andolan and Jan
Bhagidari.
e The theme of this year’s Poshan Pakhwada 2023 is "Nutrition for All: Together
Towards a Healthy India".
e With the declaration of 2023 as the International Year of Millets, this year the
focus of Poshan Pakhwada will be to popularise ‘Shree Anna’- the mother of all
grains, as a valuable asset to address malnutrition.

PM MITRA Parks
The Government of India recently announced the sites for setting up of 7 PM Mega
Integrated Textile Regions and Apparel (PM MITRA) Parks for the Textile industry.

e The Parks will come up in Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya

Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra.
About PM MITRA:

e [t will offer the opportunity to create an Integrated Textiles Value Chain right
from spinning, weaving, processing/dyeing and printing to garment
manufacturing etc. at one location and will reduce the logistics cost of the
Industry.

e Nodal Ministry: Ministry of Textiles.

‘herSTART’
e Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh recently highlighted the newly created
‘herSTART’ platform, which aims to support women-led startups and encourage
women entrepreneurs.



The platform was launched in October 2022 by the Gujarat University Startup
and Entrepreneurship Council (GUSEC). The platform aims to provide
resources and training modules free of cost to aspiring women entrepreneurs.

Heal in India

Heal in India is an initiative of the Indian Government aimed at promoting
medical tourism in the country. This initiative is being led by the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare and the Ministry of Ayush.

The Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC) and Services
Export Promotion Council (SEPC) have been working in collaboration with the
Ministries to develop a ‘One Step’ Heal in India portal for the promotion of
Medical Value Travel.

What are Agri-Clinics and Agri-Business Schemes?

This is a mega flagship Scheme of Govt. of India implemented in the country in
collaboration with NABARD since 2002.

Aim: To transform unemployed youth into self-employed Agripreneurs through
a 45-day free residential training in different parts of the country with a
provision for availing loans and subsidies from the banks.

One Week One Lab Campaign?

Recently, the Union Minister of State (Independent Charge) Science & Technology

launched this campaign at India Habitat Centre, New Delhi.
About One Week One Lab Campaign:

The One Week One lab campaign of the Council of Scientific & Industrial
Research (CSIR), will highlight India's global excellence in technology,
innovation and Start-ups.

In this campaign, each of CSIR’s 37 constituent laboratories, spread
Nationwide, will showcase their legacy, exclusive innovations and technological
breakthroughs every successive week.

During the campaign each CSIR lab shall be organizing week-long events
including industry & start-up meet, students connect, society connect, display
of technologies, etc.

The campaign will also focus on academia and skill development, where
interested students from varying domains get to know about the research
activities and facilities of the CSIR laboratories and get a connection with
prospects.

Industries & MSMEs Meets are targeted to establish an understanding between
Science and Industry based on the requirement of the society or regional needs



and to identify potential industries for co-development of Next Gen technologies
and products.
e [t will be an opportunity to create networks of Govt- Academia-Industry for
faster deliveries and deployments of technologies.
What is CSIR?
e [t is the largest research and development (R&D) organisation in India which
was set up in 1942.
e [t is funded by the Ministry of Science and Technology
What is the Structure of the Organisation?
e The Prime Minister of India (Ex-officio) is the President of this organisation.
e Vice President: Union Minister of Science and Technology (Ex-officio)
e Governing Body: The Director-General is the head of the governing body.
e The other ex-officio member is the finace secretary (expenditures).

What is DAY-NRLM?

e It is one of the flagship poverty alleviation programs which aims at creating
efficient and effective institutional platforms for the rural poor, enabling them to
increase household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements and
improved access to financial services.

e Key Features:

e Universal Social Mobilisation: At least one woman member from each identified
rural poor household, is to be brought under the Self Help Group (SHG)
network in a time bound manner.

e Participatory Identification of Poor (PIP): All households identified as poor
through the PIP process is the NRLM Target Group and is eligible for all the
benefits under the programme.

e Community Funds as Resources in Perpetuity: NRLM provides Revolving Fund
(RF) and Community Investment Fund (CIF) as resources in perpetuity to the
institutions of the poor, to strengthen their institutional and financial
management capacity.

PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) Scheme:
e The PM SVANidhi scheme was launched by the Government of India in June,
2020.
Objective —
e To empower Street Vendors by not only extending loans to them, but also for
their holistic development and economic upliftment.
e The scheme intends to facilitate collateral free working capital loans of up to
Rs.10,000/- of one-year tenure, to approximately 50 lakh street vendors.
e Nodal Ministry — Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs



Vibrant Village Programme

Recently, Union home Minister launches vibrant villages program on China border in
Arunachal Pradesh.

About Vibrant Village Programme:

e It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme implemented over financial Years 2022-23
to 2025-26.

e The programmme will provide funds for development of essential infrastructure
and creation of livelihood opportunities in 19 Districts and 46 Border blocks of
4 states and 1 UT along the northern land border of the country - Arunachal
Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh and UT of Ladakh.

e The programmme will help in improving the quality of life of people living in
identified border villages and encourage people to stay in their native locations
thereby reversing the outmigration from these villages and adding to security of
the border.

e Focus Areas: Road connectivity, drinking water, electricity including solar and
wind energy, mobile and internet connectivity and healthcare infrastructure
and wellness centers etc.

Ministry of Culture promotes Indian folk arts and culture abroad through Global
Engagement Scheme
e The Global Engagement Scheme is one such initiative that organizes Festivals
of India in other countries to showcase the country’s rich culture, including folk
art, exhibitions, dance, music, theatre, film, food festivals, and yoga events.
e This scheme also highlights the diverse culture of North-East India to the world.
e The ministry provides grant-in-aid to Indo-Foreign Friendship Cultural Societies
to organize programs and activities that promote the country’s culture across
the world.

Amrit Bharat Station Scheme
South Western Railway (SWR) is all set to revamp two railway stations,
Krishnarajapuram and Whitefield stations under Amrit Bharat Station scheme.
About
e It envisages development of stations on a continuous basis with a long term
vision.
e It is based on Master Planning for long term and implementation of the
elements of Master Plan as per the needs and patronage of the station.
Broad Objectives:
e Implementation of the Master Plan in phases to enhance the facilities including
and beyond the Minimum Essential Amenities (MEA) and aiming for creation of
Roof Plazas and city centres at the station in long run.



The scheme shall aim to meet the needs of the stakeholders, station usage
studies as far as possible based on availability of funds and inter-se priority.

Animal Pandemic Preparedness Initiative (APPI)

Shri Parshottam Rupala, launched two significant initiatives: the Animal
Pandemic Preparedness Initiative (APPI) and the Animal Health System Support
for One Health (AHSSOH) project

The launch event will take place at the India Habitat Center in New Delhi and
will be held under the National One Health Mission.

The project will be carried out in five states and will focus on enhancing the
capacity building of stakeholders involved in animal health and disease
management

Mudra Scheme

The Prime Minister said that more than 8 crore entrepreneurs have been
created through the Mudra scheme.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana Scheme (PMMY)

The Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojana (PMMY)
scheme was created by the Government of India
for the development of Small, Micro and Medium
Enterprises (MSME).

It is implemented through the Micro Units
Development and Refinance Agency (MUDRA).

Mudra Bank is not a private bank. It is a

government scheme. It is implemented by all

banks.

It is a completely new scheme established by the Government of India for the
development of small scale industries. Finance Minister released in the
financial year 2015-16.

Its main task is to provide necessary funds to private micro-enterprises. In the
financial year 2015-16, around 1.5 crore companies have been given loans
under this scheme.

SATHI Portal
Recently, the Union Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister launched the SATHI
Portal and Mobile App.

About

The Seed Traceability, Authentication and Holistic Inventory (SATHI) portal is a
Centralized Online System designed to deal with the challenges of seed
production, quality seed identification and seed certification.



e There will be a QR code under this system, through which the seeds can be
traced.

e [t will ensure a quality assurance system, and identify the source of seed in the
seed production chain.

Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI) Scheme
A total of 6,448 schools from 28 states and Union territories have been selected for
upgradation under the Pradhan Mantri Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI) scheme.
About

e [t is a Centrally Sponsored scheme

announced in 2022. !g
e Objective: Development of more than 14500 PM SHRI Schools |
schools across the country by strengthening (Pt o Rsngnd)

selected existing schools being managed by
Central Government/ State/ UT
Government/ local bodies.

e The duration of the scheme is from 2022-23 to 2026-27, after which it shall be
the responsibility of the States/UTs to continue to maintain the benchmarks

achieved by these schools.

Atal Pension Yojana (APY)

e Atal Pension Yojana (APY) Surpasses 5.20 Crore
Enrollments: In a recent report, the number of people
enrolled in the Atal Pension Yojana has surpassed 5.20
crore as of March 31, 2023

e The Indian government introduced the Atal Pension
Yojana (APY) on 9th May 2015 with the aim of
establishing a comprehensive social security system for

all Indians, particularly the impoverished, underprivileged, and those in the
unorganized sector. The administration of the APY is under the Pension Fund
Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA)

Swachhata Pakhwada

News- The Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs
celebrated Swachhata Pakhwada from 16th to 30th
April 2023. This annual event is a part of the
Swachh Bharat Mission, which is a flagship
programme initiated by the Central Government to
fulfill Mahatma Gandhi’s dream of a clean and

hygienic India.



e Some of these activities included a cleanliness drive, reviewing and weeding out
of old physical files, identifying old obsolete items for auction, cleaning of
electrical switchboards/fans/AC, and whitewashing in all rooms of the
Ministry.

Mission Karmayogi

Mission Karmayogi, launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, had
institutionalised the process of capacity building, particularly for the benefit of civil
servants, with the aim to shape the Century India of 2047.

About

e Mission Karmyogi or National Programme for Civil Services Capacity Building
(NPCSCB).

e Mission Karmayogi aims to prepare Civil Servants for the future by making
them more creative, constructive & innovative through transparency and
technology.

e This unique programme will help to lay the foundation for civil servants in the
country.

e There will be more focus on 'on-site learning' in complementing "off-site
learning".

Jan Suraksha Yojana

e News- Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti yojana (PMJJBY) Pradhan Mantri Suraksha

Bima Yojana (PMSBY) and Atal Pension Scheme (APY) completed 8 year
Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti yojana (PMJJBY)

e Scheme: Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti yojana (PMJJBY) is an annual life
insurance scheme. It is renewable annually. Provides post-mortem
compensation irrespective of the cause of death.

e Eligibility: Individuals between the age group of 18-50 years having an
individual bank or post office account can register under the scheme.
Individuals who join the plan before turning 50 can continue their life
insurance up to the age of 55 if they pay the regular premium.

e Benefits: For those who pay a premium of Rs 436/- per annum, life insurance
cover in case of death due to any cause of Rs. 2 lakh will be given.

2. Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana

e Scheme: The Prime Minister's Accident Insurance Scheme is a one-year
accident insurance scheme. The policy can be renewed once a year to cover
accidental death or bodily injury.

e Eligibility: Individual bank account or post office account holders between 18
to 70 years of age are eligible for this scheme.



Benefits: Annually Rs. 20 as insurance premium and in case of accidental
death or bodily disability Rs. 2 lakh (Rs. 1 lakh for slight disability).

3. Atal Pension Yojana

Background: The Atal Pension Scheme was introduced to create a nationwide
social security system for all Indians especially the poor, vulnerable and
unorganized workers.

This is an initiative taken by the government to provide financial security to the
people in the informal sector and meet their future needs.

The Atal Pension Scheme is administered by the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority under the overall governance and organizational
structure of the National Pension System.

Eligibility: All bank account holders between 18 to 40 years of age who do not
pay income tax are eligible to join Atal Pension Scheme. Contributions vary
based on the pension amount chosen.

Benefits: After joining the scheme above 60 years of age, a minimum monthly
contribution of Rs.1000/- or Rs.2000/- or Rs. 3000/- or Rs. 4000/- or Rs.
5000/- as guaranteed pension will be given to them.

UNDP and DAY-NULM are collaborating on a project to promote women
entrepreneurship.

Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana - United Nations Development Organization
(UNDP) has joined hands with National Urban Livelihoods Movement (DAY-
NULM) in a joint venture to empower and empower women in the field of
entrepreneurship.

It is said to provide partnership support to startups, expansion and
development of their own companies, especially in digital economy, electric
mobility, waste management, food packaging, economic maintenance and many
other sectors.

Union Minister Anurag Thakur has launched the initiative 'Bharat in Paris'.

Union Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur flagged off the "Bharat in Paris"
campaign at the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium in New Delhi on June 23.

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has launched this initiative to promote
various sports across India to promote the Paris Olympics. It is noteworthy
that the 2024 Olympic Games will be held in Paris, the capital of France, from
July 26 to August 11.



Sagar Samajik Sahayag

e A new guideline for Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) under the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping and Waterways has been launched by the Minister of Shipping
and Waterways and AYUSH Shri Sarbananda Sonowal named 'Sagar Samajik
Sahayog'.

e These new guidelines empower ports and related sector organizations to
undertake CSR activities directly. And these new CSR guidelines allow us to
address the issues of local communities in a more collaborative and expeditious
manner.

Champions 2.0
e Union MSME Minister Shri Narayan Rane has launched Champions 2.0, a
website and mobile app to promote various initiatives of MSME Ministry and
promote geo-technology of cluster projects and technology hubs.
e The initiative has been launched with the aim of taking the development of
entrepreneurs and small and medium enterprises to the next level, the Union
Minister said.

eSARAS

e News- Launched a mobile app to market products made by women.

e Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana- National Rural Livelihoods Movement (DAY-
NRLM) has launched a mobile app called “eSARAS” to strengthen marketing
support for women-made products of Self Help Groups (SHGs).

e The app has been launched with the aim of creating and managing logistics to
bring the online order to the customer's doorstep through the eSARAS website
and eSARAS mobile app.

Global Navigation Satellite System 'SAGAR SAMPARK' inaugurated to strengthen
maritime sector.

e The Ministry of Ports, Shipping has launched the Indigenous — Differential
Global Navigation Satellite System (DGNSS) ‘SAGAR SAMPARK’ to innovate,
build better infrastructure and strengthen the Indian Maritime Sector (Navy).

e This organization was inaugurated by Sri Sarbananda Sono. It was developed
with the aim of providing accurate positioning information and correcting errors
and faults in the Global Navigation Satellite System (GNSS).

Pradhan Mantri Fazal Bhima Yojana Scheme (PMFBY)
e The Ministry of Agriculture Welfare has launched several new technology
initiatives under the Pradhan Mantri Fazal Bhima Yojana (PMFBY) to empower
farmers and ensure further strengthening of operations.



e Central Minister Tomar said that these projects have been developed with the
aim of reaching full benefit to the small farmer in every village by using
advanced technology through these initiatives.

For information on anti-doping helpline no has been launched
e The National Anti-Doping Agency (NADA) has launched the “Anti-Doping
Helpline” (1800-119-919) to provide easy access to athletes and athletic support
personnel with information on anti-doping rules and its guidelines.
e With this, it is said that if there are any confusions and problems in it, the
athletes can get rid of them easily.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)

e The National Health Authority (NHA) has launched nearly 100 microsites
projects under the Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM) aimed at
promoting digital development of the country and providing quality healthcare
to all.

e This microsite is a small website covering a collection of all small and medium
scale dispensaries, hospitals (preferably <10 beds), medical homes,
dispensaries, laboratories and other healthcare facilities operating under ABDM
in the context of ABDM.

e [t has also been announced that it will be implemented by the State Program
Directors under ABDM and its financial resources and guidance will be
provided by the National Health Authority (NHA).

Schemes :
Plan to start 'My Soil, My Nation' movement.

e Prime Minister Modi has announced the launch of the movement 'My Land, My
Nation' to honor and remember the great heroes who sacrificed their lives for
the freedom of India at the 'Voice of the Mind' program held.

e In memory of those soldiers who realized the value of freedom and got it, the
'Amruda Kalasam' Yatra will be conducted under that movement and
accordingly this initiative is designed with the aim of bringing 7,500 small pots
of soil along with saplings and plants from different parts of the country and
planting them in specific public spaces.

PM Vishwakarma Development Scheme
e The Union Cabinet has approved a Rs 13,000 crore scheme to support
traditional artisans of the country.



e The central government has approved the PM Vishwakarma Development
Scheme in August 2023 to support India's urban and rural-traditional artisans
and their talent at an estimated cost of Rs 13,000 crore.

e The project is designed to strengthen the family-based livelihood practice of
artists and artisans and develop their traditional skills of working with their
hands and tools. It is significant that this is a 5 year project.

India's first state-of-the-art 3D post office launched in Karnataka

e Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnav has inaugurated India's first 3D-designed
post office building in Bengaluru, the capital city of Karnataka.

e It is noteworthy that the construction of this new post office building has been
completed with the help of Larsen & Toubro and technical guidance from IIT
Madras. And it's a 3D structure built on nearly 1,021 square feet in the city's
Cambridge-layout.

Annual Skill Development Programme

e Panchayat Raj and Union Rural Development Minister Giriraj Singh launched
his ministry's "Annual Skill Development Programme" at a function in the
national capital, New Delhi.

e The Union Minister mentioned on the occasion that the plan is a comprehensive
roadmap strategy document designed to help and empower individuals. It is
also significant that it is designed with the aim of increasing the efficiency of
Central Government Skill Development Officers and removing deficiencies in the
nature of work.

Mera Bill Mera Adhikar
e The central government has introduced a major initiative incentive scheme
named 'Mera Bill Mera Adhikar' to encourage a culture of users and customers
asking for bills for all sales and purchases.
e This initiative is jointly undertaken by the Central Government and the State
Government. And this pilot project will be launched on September 1, 2023, the
central government said.

Sethu Bharat Scheme
e The Sethu Bharat scheme is a national initiative launched by the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways in 2016.
e The objective is to eliminate railway crossings by constructing bridges on
national highways.
e Under this scheme, 208 new Road Over Bridges (ROB) and 1,500 bridges will
be constructed or upgraded at a cost of Rs 50,000 crore.



e 9 road flyovers have been constructed in Tamil Nadu under this scheme at a
cost of Rs 800 crores.

e These road flyovers are constructed on railway crossings in Thiruvallur,
Kanchipuram, Madurai and Erode districts.

- ®
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Prime Minister Ujjwala Scheme

e The Union Cabinet has approved the extension of Prime Minister Ujjwala
scheme for another 3 years.
It has also decided to provide 75 lakh connections at a cost of Rs 1650 crore.
Year of Inception — 2016
Ministry- Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas

Objective- To provide free cooking gas connection to poor women.

PM Modi launched the PM Vishwakarma scheme
e Indian Prime Minister Modi launched the “PM Vishwakarma Project” on the
occasion of Vishwakarma Jayanti at the India International Convention and
Exhibition Center complex in the national capital, New Delhi.
e The scheme aims to not only financially support artisans in urban and rural
areas across the country, but also to keep the culture, age-old tradition and
diversity alive and progress through arts and crafts including local products.

Divyang Kalamela 2023

e The Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (Divyangjan)
organised the 'Divya Kala Mela 2023"' with the aim of showcasing the products
and craftsmanship of Divyang artisan/entrepreneurs across India.

e The event was organised from September 15 to September 24 in Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh

e Also, the show promises to provide an exhilarating experience to the visitors as
vibrant products from various parts of the country including Jammu and
Kashmir, North Eastern states, handicrafts, embroidery work, handlooms and
packaged food will be seen together.

Intensified Mission Indradhanush 5.0 Campaign
e Intensified Mission Indradhanush (IMI 5.0) is the Union Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare’s primary immunisation initiative.



This program targets children and pregnant women who haven’t been
immunised, ensuring they receive their required vaccinations.

SHRESHTA Scheme

The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has introduced the ‘Scheme
for Residential Education for Students in High Schools in Targeted Areas’
(SHRESHTA).

This program is designed to provide high-quality education to students from
Scheduled Castes (SC) and expand the reach of development initiatives within
SC-dominant areas in the education sector.

The SHRESHTA program will be operated through two distinct modes to cater
to the educational needs of SC students.

‘Sagar Parikrama’ programme

The Indian government announced that the ninth phase of the ‘Sagar
Parikrama’ programme will commence on October 7, 2023. ‘Sagar Parikrama’ is
aimed at addressing the issues of fishermen and other stakeholders while
facilitating their economic upliftment through various schemes.

UMMEED (Understand, Motivate, Manage, Empathise, Empower, Develop)

The Union Ministry of Education (MoE) has unveiled draft guidelines to address
the critical issue of student suicides in schools. Named UMMEED (Understand,
Motivate, Manage, Empathise, Empower, Develop), these guidelines provide a
comprehensive plan of action to enhance awareness, sensitivity, and support
mechanisms for students facing mental health challenges.

Green Credit Program (GCP) and Ecomark scheme

To take ahead the 'LiFE' - 'Lifestyle for Environment' movement announced by
the Hon’ble Prime Minister in 2021, the Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change has introduced two pioneering initiatives that indicate the
country's pro-active approach to climate change, sustainability and promotion
eco-conscious practices. These initiatives, the Green Credit Program (GCP) and
the Ecomark Scheme, seek to encourage environmentally friendly practices
rooted in tradition and conservation; reflecting the ideas of LiFE concept.

Green Credit Program (GCP): Incentivizing Environmental Actions

Green Credit Program (GCP )notified on 13th October, 2023 is an innovative
market-based mechanism designed to incentivize voluntary environmental
actions across diverse sectors, by various stakeholders like individuals,
communities, private sector industries, and companies.



The GCP's governance framework is supported by an inter-ministerial Steering
Committee and The Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE)
serves as the GCP Administrator, responsible for program implementation,
management, monitoring, and operation.

The Ecomark Scheme provides accreditation and labelling for household and
consumer products that meet specific environmental criteria while maintaining
quality standards as per Indian norms. Products accredited under the Ecomark
Scheme will adhere to specific environmental criteria, ensuring minimal
environmental impact. It will build consumer awareness of environmental
issues and encourage eco-conscious choices. It will also motivate
manufacturers to shift towards environmentally friendly production. The
scheme seeks to ensure accurate labelling and prevent misleading information
about products.

Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana-Accelerated Irrigation Benefit
Programme (PMKSY-AIBP

e The government of India approved the inclusion of the Jamrani Dam
Multipurpose Project under the Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana-
Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (PMKSY-AIBP)

e The project envisages the construction of a dam near Jamrani village across
river Gola, a tributary of river Ram Ganga, in the Nainital district of
Uttarakhand.

e Aim: To enhance physical access to water on farms, expand cultivable areas
under assured irrigation, improve on-farm water use efficiency, and introduce
sustainable water conservation practices.

Components

e Accelerated Irrigation Benefit Programme (AIBP): To focus on faster completion
of ongoing Major and Medium Irrigation including National Projects.

e Har Khet Ko Pani (HKKP): It consists of four sub-components, being Command

Area Development & Water Management (CAD&WM), Surface Minor Irrigation
(SMI), Repair, Renovation and Restoration (RRR) of Water Bodies, and Ground
Water (GW) Development component.

Other components

Per Drop More Crop(PDMC): It is being implemented by the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare.

The Watershed Development component (WDC): It is being implemented by the
Department of Land Resources.

Nodal Ministry: Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Ministry of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare.



PM Kisan Bhai
e News- To help small and marginal farmers, who do not have capacity to hold
their produce in warehouses and wait for better prices, the Centre plans to
incentivise them under a scheme likely to be named PM-Kisan Bhai (Bhandaran
Incentive) scheme.
e The scheme is likely to be rolled out by December-end.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan samman Nidhi

e News- Prime Minister Narendra Modi disbursed the 15th instalment of the

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme
About

e The PM-KISAN scheme, a flagship initiative of the government, aims to provide
financial assistance to all landholding farmers across the country.

e Under this program, eligible farming families receive Rs. 6000 annually,
distributed in three equal installments of Rs. 2000 every four months, to
support their agricultural and domestic needs. However, the recent installment
seems to be pending for some beneficiaries, prompting the need for a solution.
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RAMP Programme

e The Raising & Accelerating MSME Performance (RAMP) programme is assisted
by the World Bank.

e It aims to improve the performance of micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) in India.

e It was launched in 2022.

Objectives:

Improving access to market and credit for MSMEs

Strengthening institutions and governance at the central and state levels
Enhance centre-state linkages and partnerships

Addressing issues of delayed payments

Promote the greening of MSMEs
PM-AJAY Scheme

e The Minister of State for Social Justice and Empowerment informed the Rajya
Sabha about the PM-AJAY scheme.
About

e Pradhan Mantri Anusuchit Jaati Abhyuday Yojana (PM- AJAY) is a 100%
Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

e It is a merged scheme of three Centrally Sponsored Schemes, namely Pradhan
Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana(PMAGY), Special Central Assistance to Scheduled
Castes Sub Plan (SCA to SCSP), and Babu Jagjivan Ram Chhatrawas Yojana
(BJRCY).

e The main objective of the scheme is to increase the income of the target
population by way of various income generating schemes, skill development and
infrastructure development.

e Reduce poverty among the target population and elevate them above the poverty
line

Project PRAYAS

e Recently, the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) launched Project
PRAYAS to help Indian workers and students migrate in a secure, orderly, and
regular manner.



About

e Promoting Regular Assisted Migration for Youth and Skilled Professionals
(PRAYAS) was launched in partnership with the Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

e Goal: To facilitate safe, orderly, and regular migration for aspiring Indian
migrant workers and students through policy recommendations in collaboration
with the MEA and state governments, thus strengthening international
migration governance.

About Palna Scheme:

e The erstwhile National Creche Scheme has been reorganised and renamed as
Palna Scheme under the sub scheme ‘Samarthya’ of ‘Mission Shakti’.
Objectives

e Provide day-care facilities for children (6 months to 6 years) of working mothers
in the community.
e Improve nutrition and health status of children.
e Promote physical, cognitive, social and emotional development (Holistic
Development) of children.
e Educate and empower parents /caregivers for better childcare.
Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED) Scheme

e Zero Defect Zero Effect (ZED) scheme by the MSME Ministry has achieved the 1
lakh certification milestone.
About

e Launched in October 2016 and revamped in April 2022, the ZED scheme offers
certification for environmentally conscious manufacturing under three
certification levels (gold, silver, and bronze) classified according to 20
performance-based parameters such as quality management, timely delivery,
process control, waste management, etc.

The major objectives of the ZED Scheme are:

e To create proper awareness in MSMEs about ZED manufacturing and motivate
them for the assessment of their enterprise for a ZED rating.

e To drive manufacturing with the adoption of Zero-Defect production processes
without impacting the environment (Zero Effect).

e To encourage MSMEs to constantly upgrade their quality standards in products
and processes.

e To support the “Make in India” campaign.



e-SAKSHI Mobile Application

e The Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation (MoSPI) launched the MPLADS e-SAKSHI Mobile
Application

e [t was launched for revised fund flow procedure under Members of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLAD) Scheme.

e [t will bring forth a myriad of benefits, revolutionising the way Members of
Parliament engage with and manage development projects in their
constituencies.

e [t offers convenience and accessibility, allowing MPs to propose, track, and
oversee the projects at their fingertips.

e This real-time access enhances decision-making processes, enabling swift
responses to emerging needs or issues.

One Vehicle, One FASTag' initiative

e The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has launched the 'One Vehicle,
One FASTag' initiative.
About

e The National Highways Authority of India suggested tagging users to complete
the Know Your Customer (KYC) process by the end of January 31 to avoid
deactivation.

e The new arrangement Of ‘One Vehicle, One FASTag’ has also been introduced to
discourage user behaviour of using single FASTag for multiple vehicles or
linking multiple FASTags to a particular vehicle.

Illam Thedi Kalvi scheme

o The State government on Wednesday has allocated 2100 crore for the Tllam
Thedi Kalvi’ scheme run by the School Education Department.

e The scheme was introduced in 2021 which is aimed at bridging learning gaps
or losses the
children would have experienced during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tamil Nadu Launches ‘Kalaignar Sports Kit’ Initiative
e Tamil Nadu Youth Welfare and Sports Development Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin recently announced a pioneering scheme aimed at
nurturing sports talent at the grassroots level. Named after the late
Kalaignar Karunanidhi, the ‘Kalaignar Sports Kit’ initiative is set to
provide sporting kits to 12,000 village panchayats across the state.



Sugar subsidy for Antyodya Anna Yojna (AAY):

The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Shri Narender Modi approved
extension of scheme of sugar subsidy for Antyodya Anna Yojna (AAY) families
distributed through Public Distribution Scheme (PDS) for two more years i.e. 31
March 2026.

Tamil Puthalvan scheme:

To make the poor students who studied in government schools into
achievers and to increase the higher education enrollment of government
school students, the Tamil Puthalvan scheme will be introduced from the
coming financial year.

Through this, students studying from 6th to 12th and enrolling in
higher education will get Rs. 1,000 has been announced to be paid into
the bank account. Allotment of Rs.360 crore for the new project 'Tamil
Puthalavan'

Mudalamaicharin Thayumanavar:

The Government of Tamil Nadu today announced a scheme called
‘Mudalamaicharin Thayumanavar' to identify 5 lakh poor families and
improve their livelihood.

Finance Minister Thangam Tennarasu submitted the financial statement
for the year 2024-25 in the Tamil Nadu Legislative Assembly. The budget
was presented divided into 7 parts under the title 'Maperum Tamil
Kanavu'. In this, Tamil language and our ancient specialty have been
given great importance.

Prime Minister’s rooftop solar scheme

To promote Prime Minister’s rooftop solar scheme for domestic consumers,
India Post has said willing consumers can approach the nearby post office to
know how to register for the scheme and get subsidy. The Union govt
announced in the budget that under the new solar rooftop scheme, consumers
can get subsidy of 30,000 per kW up to three kW, and 18,000 per kW for
connections above 3kW.

Consumers can apply on the designated web portal and vendors would install
the rooftop solar panels. Tangedco would provide meter and effect a connection
to absorb the solar energy generated into the grid. Apart from the existing
options, India Post has now pitched in to help consumers and guide them to



apply for the scheme and avail the subsidy. While the Union govt has set up a
target of 1 crore domestic rooftop solar connections this year, Tangedco wants
to effect 25 lakh connection in the said period and has instructed field officers
to educate consumers.

Central Govt Annapurna Yojana Scheme

Annapurna Yojana is being implemented by the central government so that
women can progress in all fields at par with men and so that women can earn
by doing self-employment.

Self-Employment: Correspondingly, the number of self-employed women is
increasing now.. As this number of women needs to increase further and capital
is a major problem for self-employment, many women are unable to start their
own business. Annapurna Yojana was brought for them.

Under the Annapurna scheme, a food self-sufficiency scheme of the central
government, Rs. 50,000 is given as bank loan. This amount can be used to buy
utensils, cooking utensils, food items, dining table etc

Jal Shakti Abhiyan - 2024

The Ministry of Jal Shakti launched the Jal Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the Rain-
2024' to optimise rainwater harvesting and other sustainable water
management practices.

Speaking at the launch of the campaign here in the national capital, Minister
for Jal Shakti Gajendra Singh Shekhawat emphasised the pivotal role of women
in water management, conservation, and sustainability.

The event themed Nari Shakti se Jal Shakti', which marked the fifth edition of
the Jal Shakti Abhiyan, was held at the New Delhi Municipal Council
Convention Centre.

Under Nari Shakti se Jal Shakti', the campaign seeks to establish a strong
connection between women empowerment and the sustainable management of
water resources.

Mission Divyastra

PM Modi announces successful maiden flight test of Agni-5 missile with MIRV
technology, code-named Mission Divyastra, boosting India's defence capability.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that India successfully carried out
the maiden flight test of the locally developed Agni-5 missile with multiple



independently targetable re-entry vehicle (MIRV) technology, with the new
capability allowing the weapon system to deliver multiple nuclear warheads
against different targets spread across hundreds of kilometres, and further
strengthening the country’s strategic deterrence capability.

e Women’s empowerment is the key to building a strong and developed nation.
This is especially the case when women flourish economically and contribute to
rural prosperity.

NAMO Drone Didi Scheme

e NAMO Drone Didi — an initiative announced by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on November 30 during interaction with beneficiaries in Viksit Bharat Sankalp
Yatra. It is an excellent example of harnessing technological innovation to
empower rural women.

e NAMO Drone Didi — an initiative aims to supply drones to 15,000 women Self
Help Groups (SHGs) to rent to farmers for agriculture purposes.

About :

e This multifaceted scheme effectively addresses the need to modernise our
agricultural practices and increase agricultural productivity by placing cutting-
edge technology in the hands of rural women.

e This makes them the epicentre of the rural economy, spearheading the new
agricultural revolution.

e The scheme also opens up new opportunities for the country’s young and
dynamic start-ups to enter the emerging field of drone aeronautics, which has
huge untapped potential.

e The scheme approves holistic interventions by converging the resources and
efforts of Department of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare (DA&FW), Department
of Rural development (DoRD) and Department of Fertilizers (DoF), Women SHGs
and Lead Fertilizer Companies (LFCs).

e It is envisaged that the approved initiatives under the scheme will provide
sustainable business and livelihood support to 15,000 SHGs and they would be
able to earn additional income of at least Rs.One lakh per annum.

Pilot Project:

e The central government is set to launch a pilot programme in Chandigarh that
will offer cashless treatment to the victims of road accidents. Based on its
outcome, the cashless treatment facility may be extended nationwide.



The initiative aims to stem road accident fatalities by ensuring timely care for
the victims, particularly within the critical first hour after the trauma, also
referred to as the golden hour.

The Ayushman Bharat PM-JAY and the National Health Authority (NHA) will be
the implementing agency for the pilot programme.

The facility extends to road accidents caused by the use of motor vehicles
across all road categories.

Under the initiative, victims can avail cashless treatment up to a maximum of
Rs. 1.5 lakh per accident for a maximum period of seven days from the date of
accident. Furthermore, victims can opt for treatment under Ayushman Bharat
PM-JAY packages for trauma and polytrauma. The claims raised by the
hospitals for providing treatment will be reimbursed from the Motor Vehicle
Accident Fund.
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